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For while one ſaith, I am of Paul; and another, I am 
K of Apollos ; Are ye not carnal ? 


XP, all the Precepts which our Bleſſed Saviour gave 
j to Mankind, there are none he recommends 
more frequently, or urges with more Reaſon 
A and Authority, than thoſe of Unity and Peace 
wongſt his Followers. He very well knew the Weight and 
Importance of them to the Propagation of his Faith, and 
Good of his Church; and withal, what Obſtructions 
Would hereafter ariſe in the Purſuit and Practice of them, 
rom the Pride and Paſſions, from the Ignorance and Pre- 
Wices of Men. 1 
la his Divine Sermon on the Mount, to diſtinguiſh the 
ers of Peace with a Character, one would think, might 
e them fond and ambitious of it, he tells them, * They 
be called the Children of God: And in the latter Periods 
This Life, he bequeaths this as his beſt and deareſt Pledge 
bis ſorrow ing Diſciples ; f Peace I leave with you, my Peace 
ve unto you, And then again, With what Earneſtneſs and 
Portunity doth he pray his heavenly Father for the Unity 
bis Church? Hey Father, keep through thy own Name 
e whom thou haſt given me, that they may be one, as we are 
duch tender and moving Expreſfions plainly diſcover 
much the Deſire of it affected his Mind. 
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with indefatigable Induſtry, are carrying on their Deli 
againſt us both in Private and Publick; and, by Fraud 4M 


and the Experience of former unſucceſsful Attempts, (au 


make us deſpond ? Or finally is it, that we had rather! 


CONSIDERATIONS concerning 


to obviate the dangerous Infection of a then growing Schiſ 


A vigorous and commendable Zeal for the Preſervation g 
Peace and Unity among Chriſtians continued for ſome Ag I 
in the Church; the Vigilance, Courage and Activity of? 


Governors being very conſpicuous on this account; Who, 
enacting, wholeſome Laws, and by erecting ſtrong Barrie 


to guard againſt Innovation and Faction, did all they cou! we 


to leave ſo ſacred a Depoſitum, as their Religion was, { 
and inviolable to Poſterity. | 


Theſe are noble, and ought to be engaging, Exam 


to us in our Endeavours after Peace, and towards compoli if 


thoſe unhappy Differences, which at preſent ſo ſcandalou 


overſpread the Face of the Church. *Tis true, our Dir 8 


ſions and Animoſities are now ſwollen to a mighty Height, of 
Adverfaries are daring and reſolute, and a daily Superfa 
tion of Errors makes all Attempts of this kind ſtill more dif 


cult; but this, in reaſon, ought not to depreſs, but to "Y 


our Courage : Where the Honour of Religion, and tf 


Good of Mens Souls are ſo much concern'd, we, to wich 22 


the Word of Reconciliation is committed, and who are A 
pointed the Guardians and Conſervators of the Churd 
Peace, ſhould exert our ſelves ſo much the more, and mi 
our Duty alone outweigh all other Conſiderations whatever 


But inſtead of this, and to our ſhame be it ſpoken, hath | 
almoſt an univerſal Numbneſs and Stupefaction ſeiz'd our 5 
rits? Doth not our Coldneſs and Indifferency at once, mil 


us the Prey, and the Scorn of our Enemies whilſt the 


Force, are ſapping the Foundation of our Conſtitution? 


From whence can ſo baſe and degenerate a Neglect, indi 
of the moſt Solemn and Important Duties of our Relig 
85 


Poſe 


proceed? Are not the Miſchiefs of our Diviſions, now ti 
Numbers are increas'd, as formidable, as in any Age of 
Church? ls it the great Difficulties we have to ſtrugle vi 


common Diſcouragement to weak and eaſie Minds) wil 


ill 


In the Writings of the Apoſtles we may meet with 10 

quent Exhortations to the ſame Purpoſe; but our Apoſtle; 
very particular and copious on this Head ; who lays bimfe, the 
mightily out, omits no proper Means and Reaſonings, tra 
forms himſelf into all Shapes, to reconcile Mens Minds, » 
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the Origine of our Church-Diviſions 5 
Wize our ſelves in the Honours and Secular Advantages of 


lgion, than undergo the Labour and Fatigue of it? Ra- 
er drowſe away the precious Minutes of our Time with 
e ſleeping Diſciples, than watch and pray with Chriſt, 
> the Inſults of our Enemies, and the Pain and Shame of 
> Croſs are immediately to ſucceed? But doth not both 


our Breaſts a Zeal, in ſome meaſure, equal to the Dan- 


Je fatal Conſequences of our unhappy Diviſions, or the inva- 
Table Bleſſings of Peace, affect us as they ought to do; did 
Fe but conſider what Obligations we lie under to God, and 
Is Church, to ſuppreſs Faction and Diviſion, and to promote 


Pace and Charity among Chriſtians ; we might quickly ſee 
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We, and purſue the other, that either Labour or Study, that 
Etience or Charity can ſuggeſt. 

And nothing but the Conſideration of the great Obligations 
Wat lie upon me to do all I can to promote the Peace and 


attempt an Argument, which requires, and hath ſo often 
ploy?d, the greateſt Men of our Church ; but when all's 
W Diſorder, *tis every ones Duty to oppoſe a common 
anger; and tho' ſome may have more Skill or Strength to 
EQ it than others, yet the weakeſt and ſloweſt may contribute 


mething; at leaſt, ought to expreſs a Courage and Readi- 
ß to aſſiſt in extinguiſhing a Flame, as, in time, if let 


one, may conſume us all. 
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Now to diſcharge my Duty and Conſcience herein, I have 
Wade choice of theſe Words for the Subject of my preſent 
EDiſcourſe, in which St. Paul expoſtulates with the Corinthians 
x r their unreaſonable Diviſions and Animoſities on account 
their different Sentiments about ſome Points and Doctrines 
Religion, and withal tells them, as no Names, no Autho- 
ties would bear them out in ſuch Practiſes; ſo, whatever 
Weal they might pretend in excuſe for themſelves, that it 


Pod from a very baſe and faulty Principle. And, truly, 


Wc great Conformity betwixt the Diviſions at Corinth, and 
Poſe among our ſelves, give me but too juſt an occaſion 
Ir the like Expoſtulation, and of putting the ſame Queſtion 
our Engliſh Diſſenters, that St. Paul did to his factious Co- 


mthians, While one ſaith, I am of Paul; and another, 1 am of 


polios 5 Are he not carnal? To accommodate theſe Words 
= then 


What great Reaſon we have to do any thing to avoid the 
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been, or may be, thought uſeful and requiſite to heal or 7 


6 CONSIDERATIONS concerning 


then to my preſent deſign, I ſhall, and I think I pertineny b 
may, proceed in this following Method. I 


I. Iwill conſider what Differences amongſt Men, I mean; Wo! 
Matters of Religion, are truly and properly culpable ; O 
may follow Paul's Opinion, and another Apollo's, in ſome Poi Bl 
and under ſome Circumſtances, without any blame at all. Wi 
II. In the great Variety of Opinions amongſt us to diſco Wt: 
| where to fix the Blame; for while one ſaith, I am of Paul; mu WM 
another, I am of Apollos ;, tho", as it may happen, this may Ul 
fpoken innocently enough; yet, generally ſpeaking, ou ri 
muſt be, and ſometimes both are, in the Wrong. © 
III. To trace out the true Spring and Origine from when Ul 
our Diviſions flow : Which will be of great Uſe, not only ® 
know the real Cauſes of them, but alſo to obviate the Pretey B 
ces which the Guilty make in their own Juſtification ; & M 
ye not carnal?8£ ..-a- 
IV. To conſider what Remedies and Applications har! E 


Diviſions, to remove thoſe fond and canting Diſt inctions, 
am of Paul, and 1 am of Apollos;, and, inſtead of ſuch invids ft 
ous Characters, may prevail with Men to follow after thin ® 
which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edifie another,| 


1. I am to conſider what Differences among Men, I meal 
in Matters of Religion, are truly and properly culpable 
One may follow Paul's Opinion, and another Apollo's, in ſom 
Points, and under ſome Circumſtances, without any blam 
at all. And, © 1 
1. Firſt, J aſſert negatively, That a bare Diverſity of Jud me 
ment in the Rituals and Circumſtantials of Religion; or tig 
different Sentiments and Apprehenſions of Men as to t 
ſpeculative and doctrinal Parts of it; or finally their varia 
Opinions even in ſome fundamental Articles of Faith, I mea 
not as to their Being and Reality, but in their Reaſoning 
about, and their Explications of, them; a bare Diverſity 
Judgment in any of theſe Caſes, is not of that Importance 
as not to be indulg'd to frail Mortals, as long as the Vitals hl 
Religion are preferv'd found, and nothing is advanced thi - 
 evacuates the Neceſſity of Faith and Repentance, and a hol, 
Life; that diſturbs not the Peace and Order of the Church: 
or makes a Breach of Charity among Chriſtians. - 
The Doctrines of Election, Reprobation, Free-wilß 
Grace, and the like, have been differently underſtood * 3 


* the Origine of our Church Diviſions. * 
I the Divines of our own Church; and yet they have ar- 
ed and diſputed about them, without Scandal to the 
World, or Prejudice to Religion. That we are juſtified 
 Wough Faith in Chriſt, that our Bodies ſhall be raiſed up 


a 05 the laſt Day, that the Divine and Human Natures are per- 
Poim ally united in Chriſt, that there are Three Perſons in the 
1, Pity, are Articles fo eſſential to the Chriſtian Religion, 
iſco Wt a Man cannot be a Chriſtian, but he muſt believe them. 
I; a; It many good Men have entertain'd very different Appre- 
may þ Inſions as to the Mods and Explication of them. And the 


Wrious Schemes and Hypotheſis which have been fram'd by 
| Je zrned Men for this end, as they cannot be all true, nor is it 
wheng © cafie matter, in Myſteries ſo much above our Capacities, 
only: tell which is true; ſo, as long as Men hold firm to the 


Pretey Mundation, and diſown the ill Conſequences of their parti- 


n: 4 War Opinions about them, God, who has made us infirm 
d fallible Creatures, will in Mercy bear with ſuch ſimple 


15 5 K rors as are the Effects of a Finite, rather than of a cor- 
eal o Apt Underſtanding. 
tions, | In this mortal State, Men will be Men, and are too far re- 


invid Wy'd from the Fountain of Light and Truth, to arrive at 
r thin @aQneſs in their Diſquiſitions. It cannot be expected we 
other | Would always hit the Mark, when the Object we aim at is 


Ny ſeen through a Glaſs darkly. If Men will tbink and rea- 


I ment at all, *tis not poſſible, conſidering what various Paſſions 
u]pablep Id lmperfections they lie under, always to fall into the 
ot We Sentiments of Things, nor is it at all neceſſary they 


of Judeſ mental to the World, thereby to diſplay the more the 
3 Or ti icdom of God in our formation; to advance Arts and 
s to tence to greater heights; to render Converſation more 
r Var1008Eful and lively; and to give proper occaſion for the Exer- 
„ I mes Wc of Forbearance and Moderation towards one another: 
aſoning dae of which could be, did the Genius and Thoughts of 
erſit) Hen ſtand all to the ſame Bent and Poſition. ut 
Dortan When therefore our Apoſtle exhorts his Corinthians * by 
Me we Name of our Lord Teſs 

ICC Fe DING women 

44a hol 1 ſame Thing, and 


; Churd Wn nothing more than what will comport with the Condi- 


perfectiy joir'd together in the ſame 
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we of ? . * 1 Cor. i. 10. 
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Would, but rather the contrary, the Variety of Mens Judg- 
[Wents and Apprehenſions being in ſome ſenſe uſeful and or- 


us Chriſt, that they ſbould all ſpeak 
nd, and in the ſame Judgment; he muſt be underſtood to 


tion 
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ſies of Religion; with what Scurrility and Reflections 9 le 


matter'd not how much the Honour of Religion ſuffer 
provided they could but gratifie their Paſſions, and ſec 
their own. 


Warmth and Concern in its behalf; but even here {id 4 
Care and Diſcretion muſt be us'd, as to do it in ſuch WR 


not enough to have Truth on my ſide, but I am oblig'dt 1 0 
and Emotions, to ſuch unreaſonable Heats and diſnoneſß 


Cuſtom has been too general, as well as too miſchievous, if 


not lawful; or that, when the Apoſtle in my Text gives ti 


8 . Cons1DERATIONS concerning hy 
tion of Mankind in this mortal State; and is neceſſary t. 


- preſerve Orthodoxy in Religion, Peace in the World, au 


Charity and good Nature among Chriſtians. 
2. I aſſert poſitively, That Nv 
Firſt, All ſuch Differences and Diſputes, let the Subjeal e 

of them be never ſo inconſiderable, as gender Strife, as cr, 

ate unreaſonable Animoſities among us in the Breach of Chr, FY 

ſtian Charity, are therefore blameable, and come under tu N 

Prohibition of my Text. 4 
To ſee with what Bitterneſs and Rancor of Spirit the Di! 

puters of this World engage theinſelves in the Controverh 8 


charge their Arguments: ; with what Loads of Calumny auf? 
Reproach, implacable Hatred and unchriſtian Heats, the 
purſue thoſe who differ from them, and oppoſe their Seil 
ments; one would think, it was not Truth, but deviliſh R 
venge and popular Applauſe, they ſought after; and that i 


The Cauſe of God and Religion, it's true, is 
Matter of that Importance, that this (Where all neutral 
is a Sin) if any thing, may juſtifie a Man in ſhewing ſon . 


manner as may not derive a Diſhonour upon it. It if 


maintain it by juſt and warrantable, by peaceable and chi 
ſtian-like, Means; ſince no Truth will juſtifie me in the 
Defence of it, whilſt | give way to ſuch furious Cour 


Contentions, as ſully the Luſtre of it, and may prejudiah 
Men againſt it. uh 
Secondly, Such as lead Men into rations and Parties: 1 


late, for People to range themſelves under the Denominati 1 
of one Party or other; to ſet up ſome leading Principle 
the Characteriſtick of their Union, and then with unit 
Force and Obſt inacy, wherein little regard is had to Good oi 
Evil, True or Falſe, Right or Wrong, but only as they i 
Incidents to the main aud governing Tenent; to worry a 
devour one another: As if to ſerve a Cauſe nothing Wt 


Character of the Corinthians, that one aid, 7 am of Paul; 4 


ml 


--4 


=_ the Origine of our Church»-Diviſions. 9 
* eber, I am of Apollos; he deſign'd it not for a Reproof, 
» A W an Encomium; not to expreſs their Carnality, but their 
"Wiſdom : Whereas, neither the Learning of Paul, nor the 
I Yoquence of Apollo, nor the Authority of Peter, let me add, 
bee Ir the Divinity of Chriſt himſelf, can authorize People in 


Cu e Breach of Unity, and in forming themſelves into Seas 


A — 
1 
# * 


and Parties. 

der tit rell me then, Why ſhould a Man, from any vain fondneſs 
h Dil of ſome darling Notion, fetter up his Reaſon and Judgment 

e bf any party upon Earth? Why ſhould he bring himſelf un- 
wht Ir ſuch unequal Conditions, as, with unreaſonable Bigottry, 
us the reje& or eſpouſe every thing from the Relation it bears to 
_y i principles of his own Se& ? Why, I pray, ſhould he thus 
1 icipate his own Judgment, clap a Biaſs on his Mind, and 


lich Rel age himſelf to think, and ſpeak, and do, juſt as other 


"hall Jople would have him? Truth and Religion are of too ca- 
0 75 lick and impartial a Nature, to admit of ſuch narrow 
ow Winciples, as lay the Foundation of Quarrels and Diſſentions 


1 Wong Men. *Tis very obvious, that the Party-Diviſions in 
er ys Church and Nation, are not the leaſt Scandal to the 
2 100 ends, but perhaps, the greateſt Jeſt and Diverſion, to the 


7 Wcmies, of our Conſtitution; who muſt needs take a ſecret 
4 1 aſure in beholding thoſe childiſh Scuſfles and Contentions 
© Wong us; and to ſee that Force and Reſolution, which uni- 
lied. ought to be laid out on them, ſpent and exhauſted in the 
pet Nie Views and Concerns of a Party. | 
_y in biraly, Such Differences are the moſt fatal and pernicious, 
fined ho ever {mall the Grounds of them may be, which termi- 
dimone in an open Rupture and Schiſm: A Sin this, in the Na- 
rejudc e and Conſequences of it, hardly to be parallel'd. And 
A re we to eſtimate the Greatneſs from thoſe black and horrid 
jes: Th Waratters the Scriptures give us of it, Theft, Murther, and 
vous, ultery, could not appear greater. And then it has a very 
Sina ect upon Religion in general, by weakening the Force 
Efficacy of it on Mens Minds; by diluting that Vigour 


** W Spirit which ought to be employ'd in more important 
» Good ol iderations; by very much abating of that mutual Confi- 
they i" and Charity among Chriſtians, which is requir'd as a 


y, and is proper as a diſcretional Means, to promote the 


vort Ut and Honour of Religion; finally, by ſcandalizing 


ing M 
ore echo are yet without the Pale of the Church, and by 
Paull: asg too far a Temptation to ſome looſe and profligate Spi- 
eee Within it, to run into ſuch Principles, as are deſtructive 
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lion, Lying, or Hy pocriſie. 


clar'd the Will of his heavenly Father to the World, and hu 
done and ſuffered all thoſe things for which he was ſent into 


ſhould afterward reveal to them by his Spirit; and, by By 


Hp CONS1DERATIONS concerning. 


of all, both reveal'd, and natural, Religion; it being too pli [7 
to be denied, thatImmorality, Prophaneneſs, and ScepticinÞ ® 
have begun, encreas'd, and flouriſh, from our Diviſions; ani © 


I may add, will only be cur'd with them too. 


Theſe are all Reflections ſo juſt and natural, that even 
party will eaſily ſubſcribe to them: Hitherto then we | 
agreed: But tho the Miſchiefs of our Diviſions be ſo obvinl 
and acknowledged, yet where the Guilt of them lies, is li; 


to be the Subje& of eternal Diſpute. 


Our Adverſaries ſeem perfectly eaſie with themſelves of 
this account; retort on us the Schiſm we charge them with! 
and are ready to juſtifie their Conduct againſt all the Rea 
and Arguments we can bring: And truly, was the Merits of 
a Cauſe to be meaſur'd by the Aſſurance of its Abettors, I 
rily believe the Advantage would lie much on their ſide - a 
conſidering with what Bravery and Reſolution they def 
themſelves, or attack us, one would think, that nothing bl 
Truth and Certainty could give them that Courage; and ti 
Epiſcopacy, Liturgies, and the Ceremonies of our Churdh 
were as point blank againſt the Ten Commandments, as Rebe 
But that their oreat Opin 


and Confidence of themſelves is no Proof or Argumente 


their Innocency, 1 ſhall endeavour to mike appear from n f. 


Second General; which was, 


2. In the great Variety of Opinions among us, to diicore A 
where to fix the Blame: For while one ſaith, I am of Paul; a 
tho', as it may happen, this may 1 


another 1 am of Apollos; 
ſpoken innocently enough; yet, generally ſpeaking, one mil 
be, and ſometimes both are, in the Wrong. 
not by entring into a particular Diſcuſſion of all the Diff 


ences among us, which would be an endleſs Work, but 
briefly laying down ſuch plain and eaſie Propoſitions as m 


ſerve to lead us into a Reſolution of the Caſe before us. 
Firſt, then I ſay, Our Bleſſed Saviour, after he had d 


did commiſſion and authorize his Apoſtles to propagate tho 
ſaving Truths, he had either deliver'd to them in Perſon, 0 


tiſm, to admit Men 1ato the Profeſſion and Priviledges 
his Faith. 

The rr of bis Church, thus to be collected, vi 
under himſelf, committed to his aid Apoſtles, with Pont 
| | likeal 


This I ſhall oi 
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Fewiſe to appoint fit Perſons to ſucceed them in the ordi- 
Fry Exerciſe of their juriſdiction: Which Succeſſion, by a 
pnſtant and perpetual Devolution of Perſons, was to conti- 


"vc in his Church till the Conſummation of all Things. 
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The particular Form of Church Government inſtituted and 
Bled by the Apoſtles in the Chriſtian Church, will appear 
tom thoſe accounts which the Holy Scriptures, or the Hiſto- 


n of the Primitive Ages, give us of it. 
let it be obſerv'd then, that in the Beginning of Chriſti- 
ity, the Apoſtles, after the Converſion of any People to the 


ith, did not immediately appoint fix'd Governours over 


em in all Churches, the want of which was ſupplied, ei- 
ger by themſelves, in Perſon, by their Epiſtles, by Meſſen- 
ers diſpatch'd from time to time as occaſions requir'd, or 


extraordinary Perſons acted by a Divine Aflatue. 
But before the Apoſtles left the World, they ſettled ordi- 


bus Timothy was appointed at Epheſns, and Titus at Crete, and 
Wurch-Hiſtory gives us the Names of ſeveral others, who, 

om the firſt Settlement of Chriſtianity, preſided in the ſe⸗ 
eral Apoſtolick Churches, 


wbordinate Officers under them, for the Adminiſtration of 
he Word and Sacraments, and the ordinary Exerciſe and 


Ebodtions of Religion: But then the Power of the Keys, of 
Ping Orders, of puniſhing Delinquents, and of making 


aws for the better Government of their reſpective Churches, 
Ws chiefly and eminently lodg'd in them. 

As to the Extent of Juriſdiction in thoſe who ſucceeded the 
Wpoſtles i in the ordinary Exerciſe of Church Power, it might 
at firſt, whilſt Perſecutions were hot, and Converts. few, 
Inetimes only over ſingle Congregations: But as Chriſtianity 
pt firmer footing in the World, and greater Numbers came 


to the Doctrines of Chriſt, as the aſſembling together in one 
Nee became impracticable, ſo the prime Ruler of each 


urch proportionably encreas'd the Number of his ſubor- 


ie Officers, aſſigning to each of them his peculiar Charge 


der his own Authority and Inſpection. 


As to the ſubject Matter of the power of theſe Church Go- 
ours, Chief Rulers, Preſidents, Biſhops, or by whatever 
per Name we pleaſe to call them, for they have had many, 
| canfulion and Variety of which, has, I ſuppoſe, brought 


(mall Obſcurity upon the Office and Order it ſelf, and 
B 2 | hath 


Theſe Governours, as we find 
om the earlieſt Accounts we have, had ſeveral inferior and 


ces of Time and Place, and other Reaſons ſhall require: Ti 
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hath d iſt vacted Peoples Notions about them; as to the ſub To 
Matter, I ſay, wherein their Power and Authority are to ſhe Worit) 
themſelves, we may obſerve ; that the Articles of Faith, uf Palit 
the Laws of Manners and a Holy Life, the Sacraments of u eas 
ligion, and the Form of Government to be obſerv'd in i heth. 
Church, being all ſetled and determin'd by Divine Avuthorinf@cleſi 


they have no Power here to add, or alter, or abrogate; Mlgen 


then the Modes, and Rules, and Orders, the Methods a Metion 
Forms, to be obſerv'd (and of neceſſity ſome there muſt Heir 8 
in the publick Worſhip of God, in the Celebration of tire ju 
Sacraments, and in the Adminiſtration of Church Power, wth h. 
ing no where particularly fix'd and determin'd by any DivigWrigin 


Authority, maſt conſequently be left to the Prudence oper 
Diſcretion of the Governours of the Church to be regulatt L nt, 

and appointed by their Authority, as the various Circumſt: Wre, . 
Irma 

Truth of which is plain from Scripture, and acknow led Acreaf 
by all regular Societies of Chriſtians in the World. But! 
All ſuch Laws and Conſtitutions thus enjoin'd by the Gf urch 
nours of the Church, provided they tend to Order and Ll 


fication, have in them nothing incongruous to the Ends e Jer 
which they were enacted, nor any circumſtantial V iciolWurct 
annexed to them, do, in Virtue of the Divine Precept, lay Wur o 
Obligation on Men of Submiſſion and Obedience to the Go' 
The preſent Governours of the Church, of this eſtablih_y 1 hat 
National Church in particular, preſerve the ſame Form of GM be ſ 
vernment, are the lawful Succeſſors of, and have the (a all v 
Power and Authority that were claim'd by, the Governount ; 
of the Church of the firſt and ſucceeding Ages; the Pow The 
and Succeſlion being alike perpetual. 0 545 Wein tl 
Firſt, As to Succeſſion, no Period of Time, from the finicie 
Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Church to this Day, being aſlzWneral 
able wherein any general Chaſm and Defection has happen nent: 
(not to mention the great Care that has been taken in hi 
Ages to prevent it,) and whereby the Derivation of th iffer 
Power and Succeſlion from the Apoſtles might be interrupt fort 
it muſt be taken for granted that the Claim of Succeſſion is We. 
lid and good, till ſome Proof can be brought to overthrow port 
Sesondly, As to Form, the preſent Frame and Conſtituu Art 
of our Church, is, in Subſtance, the ſame with, and ng, 
formable to, the Primitive Model: In Subſtance, I ſay, cer 
the ſame; for we muſt carefully diſtinguiſh between the! * 
atly 


ing, and the Modes and Circumſt ances of a Thing. 
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To be regularly ſent, and appointed by a competent Au- 
rity to their Office, and endowed with thoſe Powers and 
, aÞWalities now mentioned, are the principal and neceſſary 
xf e eas that fill the Character of a Church Governour; but 
in {Whether a Church Governour, ſince the Incorporation of the 
oridfÞ&cleſiaſtical and Civil States, may not, by the Favour and In- 


oben 
ö ſtei 


; Mieence of Princes, enjoy and exerciſe ſome Secular Juriſ- 
s u tion, or have Temporal Hononrs and Baronies annex'd to 
1ſt {Weir Spiritual Characters; whether a Dioceſs ſhould always 
of i re juſt ſuch Boundaries; whether a Biſhop muſt always live 
r, Mich his Clergy juſt about him, or may canton out his own 
Divit@riginal, into ſo many diſtin and ſubordinate, Cures, with 


ce oper Paſtors in each, under his Inſpection and Govern- 
»olatt 4 nt, are Incidents and Circumſtances variable in their Na- 
mf re, introduc'd at firſt, and ſtill continued, as more con- 
: TiMrmable to the preſent State of the Church, and the great 
1cdnMicreaſe of Chriſtians. 5 

hut if herein we vary from the firſt and purer Ages of the 
urch, it cannot be of that moment as to juſtifie a Seperation 
m us, ſince our Bleſſed Saviour, by communicating with 
We Jewiſh Church, wherein for greater Alterations, as to 
urch Government, had happen'd, has determin'd in fa- 


Gove 
nd EA 
nds f 
; Ic1oli 


„lor of us. If then the Governours of our Church are law- 
> then Governours, it follows, þ PETE 
abliuit That all their lawful Commands and Injunctions are 
1 of GO be ſubmitted to by all under their Juriſdi&ion, that is, 


ne fa all who are united as Members of the ſame Civil Govern- 
ernou]Went ; and not to do it, is a Schiſmatical Diſobedience. 
> Por The Rites and Ceremonies, and Conſtitutions of our Church, 


Wuicience, being contrary to no Laws of God, particular or 
neral; derogatory to no Act of Divine Worſhip; Impe- 
ppeniWnents to the Exerciſe of no Virtue ; expreſſive of the Ends 

in WF which they were appointed; declar'd to be alterable and 
of th ifferent in their Nature ; and inſtituted only as Marks of 


on 13 oe. And give me leave to add, as what will give a farther 
row port to the Expediency and Lawfulneſs of them; that all 
1ſt (v1 Arguments uſually brought againſt them, over-do the 
and cog, they prove too much, by making not only our Rites 
v Ceremonies unlawful, but any other likewiſe: And ſach 
1 the euments as are equally good againſt all, conclude not 
Mly againſt any, * 

1 add 


2323 <a gt 
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e in themſelves lawful, and may be ſubmitted to with a good 


iformity, and proper Means for celebrating Divine Ser- 
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l I add Laſtly, No Imperfections in our Conſtitution, as log ol 
as the Fundamentals of Religion are preſerv'd ſound, can re 
pleaded in Juſtification of Separation from us. I will free Mut 
own, that our Diſcipline is defective, our Canons not ſo wel bre 
choſen, nor our Liturgy ſo perfect as it might be, ſince Gol... 
had he thought fit, might have given us Rules of Govern L 
ment, and a Body of Laws, and a Form of Service, as pe o 
fe& as the Scriptures themſelves; but when he has not dern w! 
pleas'd to do ſo, but to leave theſe things to human PrudencÞawh / 
to depart from our Communion on account of ſuch Imp it! 
fections, is what the Nature of all human Societies, and thÞ@hurc 
at leaſt, equal ImperfeQions among Diſſenters of all Den{Whet 
minations, will by no means allow of, ſince, on this Schen:yhet} 
Communion with no Society of Chriſtians in the Worlf@te! 
could be juſtifiable. . 


now juſtly charge the Diſſenters in their Separation from en; 
with a great and cauſleſs Schiſm, ſince they ſeparate from Wit ſe 
lawful Church, on terms that are not lawful; and which, h Pre juc 
ing admitted, would lay the Foundation of endleſs Separatione tr 
But is it poſlible ſo many wiſe and good Men ſhould run ie 
ſuch fatal Errors? Have not they Souls to be ſav'd, and Co 
ſciences to direct them, as well as other Men? Have not tio 
labour'd all they can to come to a right Judgment in ne 
Affair? And, after ſuch diligent Re-ſearches, why ſhouWcor 
the deplorable Miſchiefs of our Diviſions, and the odious ye 
putation of Schiſm be laid at their doors? | the 
To which I Anſwer, bake 
1. That this Defence would fit the Mouth of any Pat ic 
whatever; and what is an equal Refuge to all, can be a Wl la 
Excuſe to none. It is not Peoples Perſwaſions and PretcnMuſit 
of Conſcience, but Scripture, Reaſon, and the Nature rat! 
Things that muſt determine between us. I Anſwer. Wd t 
2. Our Diſſenting Brethren would do well to conſider, 10Wtia 
eaſie it is herein to miſtake themſelves, and their own Alt Se 
that falſe and miſtaken Principles, when eſpous'd with .! 
and Bigottry, may, nay muſt, lead Men into very dang<0k c 

Errors; that their own Paſſions and Prejudices may inſenl 

| mig 


the Origine of our Church Diviſions. 1 5 


Pele themſelves with their Reaſonings, and uſurp the 
can prone and Prerogative of Conſcience. 
free Put a fuller and diſtincter Account of theſe Things will 


ſo we ehre properly fall under my third General, which was, 
e God | 


overs N 1 
as per 
ot berg 


5 Jon 


E Diviſions flow : which will be of great Uſe, not only to 


$ which the Guilty make in their own Juſtification. While 


adercf h ſaith, &c. 

Impei It has been obſerv'd, there were renter Diſorders in the 
ind thÞ@hurch of Corinth, than i in any other planted by our Apoſtle : 

| Dent 


Whether the Obligation of the Moſaic Law was yet in Force 
schem ether Juſtification was by Faith, or Works; were hotly 
\Worlfenteſted between the Fewiſh, and the Gentile Converts. Theſe 
Dif utes begot in many an amphibolous Faith, made them an 
„ If th non Generation, that held both with Moſes and Chriſt ; 
It 170 7 you might ſee baptized Fews, and circumciſed Chriſtians, 
it of ti 


tis calf 


teak theſe Factions amongſt them; and, inſtead of applaud- 


100g ig even thoſe who diſtinguiſh' d themſelves by his own 
we mi N: ame, he flatly tells them all, T hey were carnal, and walk'd as 
from en; that they were led by 'human principles and Motives; 
e 4 Rl: fecolar Views, and ſelfiſh Reaſons; that Intereſt, Pride, 
11ch, vl 


Fodice, and a childiſh Fondneſs of their Leaders, and not 


aratio.WMſe true Intereſt of Religion, which had quite another Ten- 


run inWncy, were what they govern'd themſelves by. 
and Cot 1 


ET his prolifick Age of ours falls nothing ſhort of that in its 
not the tious and licentious Temper, having produc'd a Genera- 
it in tin of Men, who in this do but too much reſemble thoſe 
N 4 WCorinth, and ſeem acted by the ſame carnal Principles; 

10us ll 


ler grounds. | 
Wt is very true, our Diſſenters make great Out- cr ies againſt, 
Ny great Loads upon us, as well as frame very fair and 


any Path 
be a j 
Pretend 
Nature ( 
. 


bd therefore ſhall take the Liberty to make a free and im- 


ider, rl Enquiry into the true Grounds and Reaſons of the pre- 
won All t Separation. And, 

with lt is viſible, that a great Part of thoſe who make up the 
danger k of ſeparate Congregations, arc People of fickle and de- 
5 inſeuli Dry Tempers; ignorant, and pleas'd with any ti: ing, +j of 


mne 


11 GEM, 


3. To trace out the true Spring and Origine from whence 


Wow the real Cauſes of them, but alſo to obviate the Preten- 


Our Apoſtle ſets himſelf with all imaginable Application to 


ly with this difference, that our Diviſions have proceeded. 
ther, continued longer, and were commenc'd upon much 


quſible Excuſes for themſelves: But great and ſplendid De- 
Wtions, without ſuitable Effects, prove juſt nothing at all: 


— 
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blies; What Faults and Miſcarriages will juſtifie their pl 


uch Heads are no ways turn'd for: And therefore in lieu 


Command of trying the Spirits, gives them a Licence of fr N 


the Miſchief is, they ſeek more to gratifie their Ears ul 


16 Congs1DERATIONS concerning * 
nothing, juſt as it happens; who from the natural Levity q 
their Minds, or Want of Judgment, do not, or cannot, 
form themſelves: as to the true Grounds. of Separat 
Whether the Perſwaſions of a Man's own Mind be a ſift 
ent Warrant always to proceed upon; Whether this, q 
that, Form, of Church Government be moſt conformable ii 
the original Pattern; Whether Ceremonies in general, ui 


theſe in particular, may be Jawfully us'd in Chriſtian Aſſt 


) 
Ol 


o Wo 
£ 
. 


parture from an eſtabliſh'd Church; Are Diſquiſitions . 


ſuch ſtubborn and knotty Enquiries, they commonly ſubſi 
tute ſome fantaſtick Whims and Maxims of their own, if 
which they govern themſelves, and with which they ati 
themſelves as well: For inſtance, That they can ſerve God 
one Place as well as another; That the ſame Word and D. 
ties are preach'd at Church and a Conventicle; That th 


quenting all Aſſemblies; And, that there are more was! 
Heaven than One. he 
Hearing and Learning is the Whole of their Religion; by 


Words and Sounds, than to inform their Underſtandings wit 
the true Doctrines of Religion; and ſo, whilſt they * eie: 
ever Learning, they are never able to come to the Knowledge 
the Truth. T Thus by following their own: Luſts, and heaji 
up to themſelves Teachers, having itching Ears, they infſenlid 


ſuck in the Principles of Separation, and are turn'd unto nt 


bles; Popular and common Objections are learn'd by Rot 
and receiv'd as Oracles; The Language and Tone of the Co 
venticle ſeems pious and heavenly; And that Church whi 
at firſt they deferted without Reaſon, and even without U 
ſign, they can now calumniate without Remorſe. 

The regular and orderly, the cool and ſober, Methods. 
our Service, n6w loſe their Force, and appear too flat and i 
affecting; whilſt the Tranſport and Heat, the Exceſs of Lu 
guage, and the moving Shew of the Preſence, make wii 
delivered-elſewhere wonderfully taking, and render the 


mours and Dactrines of the Place contagious; till what at Wis re 


was undeſign'd, and only an idle Curioſity, is improv'd i 

a.ſettled Habit, and ſo the indifferent Church-man is tut 
into a rigid and flaming Diſlenter. | 
e On®#-2 Til tl ,, eee 


1 the Origine of our Church-Divifions. 17 
| a>. A Treat many are drawn into, and confirm'd in, a Se- 
ation from us, by entertaining ſuch unſound Principles as 
orally lay the Foundation of Schiſm. I in the leaſt doubt 
. and | take this opportunity to profeſs it, but that many 
1 0 our Diſſenters are Perſons of great Honeſty and Integrity 
cn that in ſeparating from us, they act according to the 


N 9 Light and Infor mation of their Minds: But I likewiſe 
E 
kale and precarious Principles, which, tho? falſe and pre- 
til Fious, are of an equal Efficacy, with the very beſt, where 
cl Wy are received. As, 

bi. That Conſcience is the ſole Rule of Life, is an avow'd 
„celebrated Tenet among very many of them, the Pleas 


= which they deem a ſufficient Warrant and Authority for 
Kſonings. A dangerous and fatal Error! That make Con- 


Svagant Follies of Men! For it nothing can be fo abſurd 
och ſome weak and prejudic'd Brains may not be perſwaded 
þ if Perſwaſion muſt go for Conſcience ; and if Conſcience 
conſtituted the ſole Rule of Life; I cannot ſee any cer- 


i Criterion left to diſtinguiſh Truth from Error, Good 


s WIWm Evil, but all of nr muſt be reſolv'd in peoples 
Icies and Opinions. 

(Whereas Conſcience, 'tis plain, can be nothing elſe but 
| Judgment a Man makes concerning Actions, whether 
be Duties, or Sins, or Indifferent ; but then in order to 


21 
>nlidl 
1to KH 


no Rectitude or Obliquity of it mult be tried ; Conſcience 
e not the Rule; but the Faculty that applies the Action 
WI the Rule. 

ut D That Scripture is the only and adequate Standard of all 


1005 en, but likewiſe what is not commanded, is unlawful; 
nd ü they think, a ſafe and unqueſtionable Maxim. This is 
of 1a great Engine they play againſt our Ceremonies, and the 
" Baſis and Foundation of Non-conformity. 

the 
t at bl 
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& repugnant” to their own Practice in appointing fix'd 
les, and. Places, and' Methods, for their religious Exer- 
; to the Example of Chriſt, who conform'd himſelf to 
nlOrdinances of the Jew! Church, conſeſſedly of human 
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bt not, but that herein they are miſerably impos'd upon 


Fir Actions, and a full Anſwer to our cleareſt and exacteſt 


tion almoſt impoſſible, and opens a Door to the moſt ex- 


m this Judgment ſome other Rule is requir'd, whereby 


gs to'be done in Religion; and that not only what is for- 


ind yet this Principle, they ſo much applaud themſelyes 


ition'; to the Reaſon and Neceſſity of the Thing; ſince- 
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tis not poſſible the publick Exerciſe of Religion can ſubſſi WM; 
or Uniformity be maintain'd on this Hypotheſis, and with 
the Suppoſal and Allowance of Authority in the Church tod 
fine the proper Means. to this End. * 


- 


Things neceſſarily to be believ'd, and the great Laws 
Life and Salvation, are fully reveaPd in Scripture ; and iff 
add too, or detract from, theſe, is intolerable Sacrilege al 
Preſumption, is a Truth confeſs'd on all hands; but ſince ti 
Scripture is in a great meaſure ſilent as to what relates it; 
Form and Order, to the Method and Rules proper to bed 
ſerv'd, in celebrating Divine Worſhip, and the Adminiſr 
tion of the Keys; this becomes the proper Subject for Chu 
Authority to regulate and determine; which Authority oth, - 
Wiſe, would be in a manner uſeleſs and impertinent. 188 
Word, where God's Laws have interpos'd, there all hung, ., 
Authority ceaſeth; but where they have not, there is ro. 
left for inferior Judicatures to act: And in ſuch Caſes, a lh, 
man Law is not a Contradiction to a Divine Law, but of 
interpoſing, where there was none before. #h 
3. Another Principle of Separation, is this; That then: 
ligent and promiſcuous Uſe of the Word and Sacraments WM. 
our mix'd Aſſemblies, renders Communion with us (in 
But, to ſay nothing to the Falſeneſs of this Charge, and ou 
to ſpeak to the Merits of it; How doth it appear, that the 
and Unworthineſs of another, with whom I communicate, ; 
affect me? If another Man's Favlts can render communicati 
with him ſinful, they muſt be either private or publick Faul 
If private, What ſecurity can any one have that his 0 
Aſſemblies are not as dangerous to communicate in, as ou 
If publick, What way imaginable can this be conceiv'd, lM 
only by the Scandal that ſuch a Conduct may give to oth 
Let it be ſo then; But a Scandal is only ſinful where it is ain 
But as to me, in communicating with ſuch unworthy Perlai 
the Scandal is only paſſive, and I muſt not ſeparate my ſelt fi 
the Communion of the Church, or omit a known and neceſ 
Duty, to comply with Peoples miſtaken Apprehenſions. 
4. What l ſuppoſe to be another Ground of Seperatiol, 
this; That our Diſſenters tie Salvation to what they til 
Truth, and Damnation to what they think Error; and tit 
in Conſequence of this Principle, conclude, That the Nu 
ber of Churches muſt keep pace with the Variety of Mi 
Opinions; and that Separation becomes a_ Duty wWhete 
Church is diſcovered to have any Flaws in its Conſtitution, ' 
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= Zhe Origine of our Church-Diviſions. 19 
its in its Practiſe. A Tenet, ſo irreconcileable to Unity, 
the preſent State of Things; lies ſo croſs to Conviction, 
238 fraught with Miſchiefs, that nothing can be more re- 
ant to the Nature of all Societies. All Churches muſt at 
rate diſſolve ; and, as well they who aſſert this Principle, 
they againſt whom *tis levelled, will, in their turns, find 
F& dreadful Effects of it. l 
WT he beſt conſtituted Churches in the World will always be 
ec to many Imperfections and Objections: Whoever 
s for perfection here, will always find himſelf miſtaken ; 
aw, whilſt he vainly aims at unallay'd Exactneſs, ſeems igno- 
Tat of one of the moſt obvious Properties of human Nature 


this mortal and degenerate State, * That he knows nothing 
yet 1s he ought to know, TED 
BZ think a Man ſhould not break the Peace of any Church 
* ein he can communicate without Hazard of Salvation; 
1 "i | doubt not but God will be better pleas'd with his living 
00 WUnity with it, amidſt all its Errors and ImperfeQions, than 
make a Rupture and Schiſm for the Sake of greater Per- 
"tion. Many Errors are conſiſtent with the Duties of Com- 
fat Mn. nion, and the Character of a good Man, but no Separation 
10 Wuſtifiable, but where the Error is fundamental and damnable. 
ge ben Jeſus Chriſt has provided a Remedy for the Obli- 
ehe of Mens Wills, which we call Sin; the Analogy of 
ee will induce us to believe, that he has for the Faults of 
ir Underſtanding alſo, which we call Error: Except we 
{© believe what's leaſt in their Power, ſhould be moſt in 
tir Condemnation ; or that the Immorality of their Adti- 
Pare leſs criminal, than the Miſtakes of their Minds. 
El eſe, and ſeveral others that might be inſtanc'd in, be- 


We the unhappy Principles of Separation to very many. 
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ny It 'tis no ſuch wonder; for admit them once for true, and, 
if iq low them whither they lead, and there Unity becomes im- 
__— ble, ſince this general Miſtake runs through them all; that, 


Matters of Religion, the real, ſuppos'd, or even poſſible 


15. eas of a Thing, render that Thing unlawful to me; that 
"2 ere l can object, there l muſt not comply; that I may raiſe 
J rang Scruples as I can, but muſt never lay down any. _ 
0 wm 2 The great and viſible Prejudices they labour under, is 
: 1 other undeniable Argument of thoſe carnal Principles by 


ich they govern themſelves. As, 3 
l, They lay down this as Matter of Fact, previous to any 
+ TON, en 
3 | Proof, 
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20 CONS1DERATIONS concerning * 
proof, or rational Convict ion of it, Conformity is a Sin, Ty | 
Point in queſtion they take for granted, as a Thing long 
ſettled by the Writings and Arguments of their own Party.“ 

Here they fix their foot, and intrench themſelves, W 
think they have a ſafe Retreat from all the Force and Artilþ* 
of our Arguments. Nay, but 'tis common in ſuch Mat 
as diſtinguiſh one Party from another, herein they are apt 
place a more than ordinary Degree of their own Merits nf 
Excellency; to thank God that they are got as other Men a 
to value themſelves that they diſſent from, and are Enen the 
to, all Ceremonies and human Impoſitions; and to take a (alt V 
cret Pleaſure and Satisfaction that they can give this Te or! 

mony of the Sincerity of their Hearts, that they are able en 


ftand their ground, both againſt the Force of our Argumea{Wm 
and the Authority of our Church: Their very Diſſenti Pre 
like Charity, they think, will cover a Multitude of Sins; ul) + 


that, their being Abrahams Children will anſwer all Obft Wn: 
ons. Hence they learn to cheriſh their Doubts and Scrup ide 
as Evidences of a more exalted Sanctity, and of an unc es, 
mon Zeal for God; as if, the more they hated us, and id r 
farther and the faſter they ran from us, God loy'd them eo 
better; and that his Kingdom conſiſted more in Meat ul 
Drink, i. e. in abſtaining from Things of little Importance the 
the obtaining of it, than in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and en- 
in the Holy Ghoſt. 325 7 5 F 
Strange and horrid Cruelty ! Thus to preclude their r 
Enquiries, and at once to cheriſh their Diſtemper, and reno! 
it incurable! 171 | me 
This makes it, that nothing, how weak and trifling ſoc 
can be ſaid in their own Defence, that has not the Honour 
giving Satisfaction; nor any thing, tho' never ſo cogent al 
demonſt rative, on our parts, but is either entertain'd whd / 
Scorn and Contempt; or elſe, if it openly flaſh in their em 
and carries irreliſtible Light and Conviction with it, em 
Skreen themſelyes from the Force of it by this Evaſion; 
certainly laid to caſt a Miſt and Fallacy on my Underſtat 
ing, and a tempting to commit « known Sin, and therein 
Means de trne,. ; 
2g. This appears, in that all we have been able to ſa, it 
their Satisfaction, has had no better Effect upon them. 
I know no Argument that has been more labour'd, 0! 
in a better Light, than this of Conformity has been. 
Topics and Forms of Reaſoning have been tried upon tif 


* 
As 
* > 


* the Origine of our Church- Diviſions. 21 
the moſt skilful and impartial Hands, in the maſt friendly 
engaging Methods, and yet they continug the ſame 
oting and unreſolved Chriſtians, and we are hut juſt 
ere we were at firſt, | | | 
le EW hat now can be given in reaſon for ſuch an unaccount- 
e Stiffneſs of Opinion? Can no Argument be convincing, 
from the Courteſie and Conceſſions of Men? Is Truth ia- 
able of ſo juſt a Vindication, as to owe its Efficacy and 
Wccption, not to its own native Charms and Brightneſs, but 
their good Nature? Or are our Diſſenters caſt in a differ- 
Mold from other Mortals, that what convinceth all the 
Forld beſides, and in which the Reformed abroad have 
ea judgment on our fide, ſhould not yet be able to give 
Wm satisfaction? | 
8g Prodigious Obſtinacy ! But here alaſs! The Secret lies, 
Mey ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light; their own Anticipa- 
el as lock up the Powers of their Minds, and hinder the 
idence of Truth from operating upon them; their Preju- 
ces, | ſay, like inverted Proſpectives, diminiſh the Object, 
make what's in it ſelf beautiful and charming, appear 
eous and frightful to them. 1 


"= 8825 
BO 


W thoſe flight and ſuperficial Reaſons they bring, for their 
on- conformity to the Kſtabliſh'd Church, 
Was Epiſcopacy of fo late a Date as they pretend, was a 


her and clearer Proofs: But when, inſtead of this, we ſee 
em take up with poor Evaſions, and eluſory Diſtinctions, 
Wth forc'd and unnatural Interpretations of Scripture, with 
Ak and inadequate Reaſons, with Arguments full of Labour 
md Artifice, calculated only to ſerve a Cauſe, and diſengage 
emſelves from ſome pinching Diſtreſs; this is as a thouſand 
t, M emonſtrations to me of the Weakneſs of their Cauſe, and 
1; Phat violent Pre- poſſeſſions they lye under to receiv'd Te- 
lues, which, whilſt with Reaſon they cannot, with Obſtinacy 
crews will maintain, 

4. In that they are ſo very apt to quarrel with, and ſuſpect 
Cay 18, in whatever we ſay or do. To ſee what Loads of Ca- 
any they throw upon us, you'd think that this poor Church, 
mays eſteemed the greateſt Honour and Support, was, in- 
ed, the greateſt Blemiſh and Scandal, of the Reformation 


\ of 


n. l 
n the 
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3. In that they think they have acquitted themſelves well 


rm of Prayer unlawful, was kneeling at the Sacrament ido- 
rous, Cc. nothing, one would think, were capable of ea- 


U that we only wait for a fit Opportunity of revolting to 
dpery or Judaiſm again. | lf 


e FU IT, „ N 


22 CONSIDERATIONS concernig | 
lf we ſtand up for the Liberties and Authority of 3 
Church; they accuſe us of affecting a tyrannical Uſurpaua i 
over God's Heritage: If we ſhew but a little Favour and M 


deration towards them, *tis becauſe the Juſtice of their Cu 2 
extorts it from us. Thus we are urg'd with inconſiſtent el 
contradictory Reaſons, and are Papiſts or Presbyterians, 1 
they pleaſe. Are we ſtrict Obſervers of the Rules and Order F 
of our Church? Why, then we are Superſtitious ; If. a l. 
Remiſs herein, the Reaſon is, Intereſt ſways us in declariq 45 
for the Church, but that we privately condemn, what wi A 0 
publickly profeſs. . ö lac 


Do we preach Obedience to the Civil Magiſtrate, and d 
cry Rebellion and Reſiſtance? We are then promoting ana; 1 
bitrary Power, and betraying the Liberties of Mankind: Hue 
nally, Do we at any time addreſs Authority for ſach Lane 
and Securities as may be of farther Advantage to our Config c. 
tution ? This is only with a deſign to deprive them of then ee 
to raiſe a perſecuting Spirit againſt them, and to cruſh the 
the eaſier; and whilſt pretended Dangers were the avon'llg. 
Reaſon of our Requeſt, ſecret Eninity, and deſtructive Inte 
tions, againſt them, were the true and real Cauſes of is 
Now what can be more peeviſh and unjuſt than this, tu 
nothing will pleaſe them? But People who labour unde; 
ſtrong and inveterate Prejudices think every thing good ol 
bad according to the Tincture and Impreſfion that is up 
their own Minds. | ED YT | 
4. A great many diſſent from us on account of the 
Education, and long and inveterate Habits. Sequendi nig 
Parentes, qui ſeculi ſunt feliciter ſuos, They believe as ci! 
they have believ'd, and as their Fore-fathers did before then 
Cuſtom goes for Reaſon and Demonſtration, and whaterW 
thwarts that, is receiv'd with Shyneſs and Averſion. Andi 
cannot be denied that Cuſtom and Education clap a ſtron 
Biaſs on the Judgment, and very much check the Freedom 
our Thoughts. What we have always been train'd up 
by Trad of Time, and immemorial Preſcription, takes ſua 


faſt hold of us, that the very thought of parting with ol f 
and receiv'd Opinions, hath ſomething ſo ſhocking in it, rc) 
Nature will not, cannot, eaſily ſubmit to. b | 
There are not only practical, but intellectual Habits too, F 
and as the one governs our Actions, ſo doth the other dot 


Opinions, only with this difference, Men are generally mot 
tenacious of erroneous Opinions, than of vicious Pratt 
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Lnted Sinners, than Fools. 


nerable, and which have hitherto govern'd our Lives; to 
model our Underſtandings; and give a freſh Turn to all 


"9 


Poks for Conformity have had no better Effect upon the Ge- 


99 


tbe Origine of our Church Diviſions. 2} 
Honour of their Underſtandings being more concern d in 
one, than in the other; and they had much rather be ac- 


o unravel all our former Opinions which Age has made 


old Modes of Thinking; to ſet the Bent of our Wills 


N AfcRions to a quite contrary Tendency ; to quit an old 
Irty and Cauſe for one wholly new, wherein all our Hopes 
I Fears, and the Meaſures of future Happineſs and Miſery, 
©: run in another Channel, and are bottom'd upon different 
Finciples, is ſo very hard to Fleſh and Blood, that *tis 
ce poſſible for any, but ſach as have experienc'd the 
fficulty, to have a juſt Idea of the Greatneſs of it. 
Nothing can be a livelier Inſtance of the Prevalency of 


ncation to debauch and corrupt our Reaſon, than St. Paul 


Inſelf: Now indeed, diſengag'd from the Fetters of it, his 


le runs, * While one ſaith, I am of Paul; and another, I 


of Apollos; Are ye not carnal? But who would think theſe 


> Words of him, who was once the perſecuting Saul; and 


Who, out of a furious and partial Zeal for his own Sect and 
Wligion, made havock of the Church, and perſecuted that 
by unto death? And to whatever other purpoſe the extra- 
dinary Manner of his Converſion may ſerve, it will however 
Wiſh us with this Obſervation, That Notions long ſettled, 
at d rivetted, in our Natures, are not to be remoy'd by eaſie 
Wd common Methods. | 


This gives me the leſs Surprize if our Reaſonings and 


* 


rallity of our Diſſenters. For when from their Cradles 


Wy have been taught to call our Biſhops, Anti- chriſtian; 
r Miniſters, Baals Prieſts; kneeling at the Sacrament, Ido- 


1 
Ix 


&ry; and the Surplice, a Rag of the Whore of Babylon; 
s gives them ſuch an early Prejudice againſt the Church, 
it whatever can be ſaid for it, or againſt them, is all look'd 
on as Fallacy and Trick, and cheaply thrown aſide. 


And doubtleſs ſuch Opinions, however erroneous, as Peo- 
from their Infancy have been train'd up in, will, by the: 


Frey of God, meet with juſt Allowance and Conſideration : 
t, I cannot but obſerve, that an Exgliſh Diſſenter will have 


Act. viii, 3. Xxii. 4. 


Py wy? 
4 » %\ 
4 * * N — 6 " 7 * 30 
F « e 6 
. | Act. IX. 3 


_—_ a RRR — „ 00, OT OT C9 nor 
E _— LES * 


right to this extenuating Plea, than moſt other Men. It: 
pot here as it is in /taly or Spain, Where, one Religion being 


but 


. 
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bat allow d of, no mention is ſcarce ever made of any ot 


ter Judgment againſt them, for profiting no better fro 


_ thing ſtoop and truckle to its Nod. It will make a Thi 


ons, and of carrying them farther into the Myſteries of 


'tis true too, that there are thoſe, who would make but 


24 ConstDERATIONS concermy 


but under the moſt fr ightful Repreſentations ; and where 
moſt helliſh and cruel Torments, that an inexorable Inquiih 
tion can adviſe, are perpetually threatning him who dif 
but in the leaſt Punctilio from what they call Catholics 
Whereas, among us, there are Books, aud Perſons, ail, 
Laws, to inform our Diſſenters better, and to enlighten tu 
Under ſtand ings; all which, I fear, will one Day riſe in H 


ſuch Advantages. Hh ö 

5. Profit and Secular Intereſt have but too prevailing oi 
Influence in carrying many People into a Separation from wi; 
Where the Love of Riches has once got the: Aſcendant, ii 
proves a ſtrong and maſterly Paſſion, and will make even 


good or evil, true or falſe, for Chriſt or Belial; where Gier 
F fay, is eſteemed Godlineſs, and is ſet up as the Standuſ 
of Religion, | I 
It's not improbable, that the Heads of the Factions at = 
ninth, under the Pretence of advancing more ſublime Nut: 


Religion, made a private Advantage on the Credulity of Wh 7 
vainand inquiſitive People, ſince our Apoſtle in ſeveral P 
of this Epiſtle ſo frequently takes notice of, and caution, 
againſt, this Trade, and Huckſtering in Religion. And! 
much to be; fear'd, that a like Bartering'Temper has be 
but too prevalent in fomenting the Diviſions among ol 

ſelves. -*Tis true, indeed, the Honour, and the great 
Part of the Profit of Religion, run in another Channel : | 


ſorry Figure, and have but little ſport on the main Streu nn 
have yet found good Succeſs by poaching in the Back-waten ico, 

Some factious and popular Spirits, having any ſiniſter Dh « 
ſigns againſt Church or State, find their Accounts in chert ae 
ing our Diviſions; im heading and abetting of them; in Mie 
king large Contributions, and ſettling Funds for their 90 
port; that ſo they may be ſure of a buſtling Party to carry! 
their own Ambitious Intrigues : And there are others ag or 
whatever Self: demy ing Principles they pretend to, lay thel 
ſelves but too open to ſuch Impreſſions; and, whilſt h/ e 
not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Belly, will greedily A 
low the charming Bait, and go all the Lengths. that 4 


ſet them. 


rue proſpect of a good Trade, or of a rich Wife, or of 
Nee great temporal Benefit, have been often found to. draw 
ie off from our Communion to baffle all our Argu- 
Mats; and at laſt to make Conformity a moſt damnable 
: But that any Man, whoſe Principles and Education have 
e him a Diſſenter, mould, for any Profits or Preferments, 
eh bo vail with himſelf, againſt Principle, Honour, and Conſci- 
e, to communicate with us in the moſt ſolemn Ordinance 
our Religion, and that, in the idolatrous Poſture of Kneel- 
& at it too, is, I dare be bold to ſay, what the dull, honeſt, 
enters of former Times would have abominated ; nor 
0 pht to have been credited that any Age could have produc'd 
5a ſhameful Example, if this of ours, more refin'd in ſuch 
fe ecalations, had not produc'd a Generation of Men, who, 
buen by their Writings and Practices, have convinc'd us of the 
JlWntrary, and thereby prov'd, how * prone People, that will 
dal Wrich, are ro fall imo Temptation and a Snare, and into many 
Wiſh and hurt ful Lufts, F 
t (os. Having Mens Perſons in Admiration, is a very powerful 
ae to draw People into Separation. This ſeems the prin- 
es al Reaſon of the Factions at Corinth, where the Eloquence, 
N Zeal, and ſpecious Pretences, of the Authors of them, 
} ſo captivated the Minds of many, as to carry them off 
r their Obedience to an inſpir'd Apoſtle. 
dA great many want Leiſure and Abilities to examine Things 
res, but are goyern'd purely by Example and Autho- 
5 "9; and whoever has the knack to bribe and ſooth their Paſ- 
cate, may carry them into the practice and Belief of any 
r; into'Schiſm, into Treaſon, into Hell it ſelf. 
but When the Fews, in the Seventh of St. John, + were reſolv'd 
treu aut their Eyes and Ears againſt the Miracles, and Divine 
ate courſes of Chriſt, tho* by their own acknowledgment he 
cr Uh ſpake as never Man ſpake, and alſo did the Works 
110110 none other Man did; they thought this a ſufficieat Vin- 
in tion of their Incredulity, that not any of the Rulers 
ir e Phariſees had believed on hin. 1 


0 
0 
' 


f 


art ſhe Truth and Prevalency of this the Leaders of the 
2," tons amongſt our ſelves are very well apprisd of, and 
bo ere take all imaginable care to put on the brighteſt, aud 
cy "FC enſnaring Forms, to ſtudy the inclinations, and to court 
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are to be made thereby. 


1 Tim. vi. 9. . John vii. ver. 48. 
19 | 


Aſſections of their People, as well knowing what Advan- 
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26 CONSIDERATIONS concerning * 
Some things are ſo ſtubborn as not to be prov'd; and fu 
Men again are ſo humerous as not to be convinc'd by a 
Proof; but if a Man can fo far prevail on the Wills wi 
Affections of his People, as to truſt him with the Condut li 
their Underſtandings, and to make his own Authority vi 
Standard of their Belief, this is an eaſier and ſhorter wail; 
gain them, and much Pains and Hazard is avoided. 
To prove that Epiſcopacy, Ceremonies, the Croſs ali 
Sponſors at Baptiſm, or Forms of Prayer, are unlawful, x | "N 
condemn'd by. Scripture, is no ſuch eaſie matter; but i 
warm and gifted Preacher, who knows how to touch Heß 
Hearts and Aﬀections of his Auditory, ſhall in proper Ter 
tell them ſo, the deference that is paid to his Parts and pie 
will ſuperſede the Neceſſity of elaborate Reaſonings, a 
quickly make them be ſo eſteem'd. 
Io pretend an extraordinary Zeal for God and Religinlfiit 
to be very ſcrupulous in matters contraverted, and of lit 
moment; to carry the Appearance of a mortified and he 
ly-minded Man; to affect a ſullen and contemplative Grant 
in outward Deportment, as if a Man could not be religit 
except he told his Steps, or meaſur'd the Diſtance bete 
his Paces ; are Methods fitted to enſnare the Affections of i 
norant and unthinking People, and render Reaſon and Arg 
ment of little uſe. Hence it comes to paſs, as we may ii 
- quently ſee, when we have ſpent much time and pains in 
| bating Matters calmly and fairly with them, in forming RM 
ſons for their Conviction, and have laid things fo cloſe top 
ther, that we think they cannot eſcape us; that they bell 
they have well enough diſcharged themſelves of all this, 
returning us the Anſwer that 720 y faith the Scholars of Pye; 
goras did to thoſe who ask'd them, Why they believed thi 
that? Ipſe dixit, My Teacher tells me I muſt believe thus: Uf 
which the Orator well obſerves, Tantum Opinio præjudicat ert 
terat, ut etiam ſine ratione valeret Authoritas. 
Where a ſtupid Fondneſs of, and a blind Aſſent to, otl 
prevail, there Authority will carry it againſt Reaſon 4 
— Demonſtration. 5 1 „ 
7. Mens ſinful Corruptions, and the Love of a ſenſual 4 
worldly Life; and the Averſion they have to a ſteady 1 
uniform Practice of all moral Duties, have been a furti 
Motive to carry People off from our Communion. If 
and Buſineſs, and the Pleaſures of this World, and the ad 
Deſires Men have to take a full Draught of theſe, do ſo g 
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? the Cure of our Church-Diviſions. 27 
LS Corruptions, and take ſuch faſt hold of our infirm Na- 
Wes, that where any proviſion is made to oblige Men in 
Article, is ſure to meet with a very kind Reception. 
Wt here it is that our moſt excellent Church is very defective. 
e Plan ſhe goes upon is that of pure Chriſtianity it ſelf, 
ich, in ſhort, I take to be this — That Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Wy Saviour and Mediator between God and Man: That the 

be efits of his Death are univerſal, and intentionally reach all 

' . nkind 3 That a firm Belief in him, and the Practice of all 


ht Neft of that Redemption; That, tho' unſining Obedience 
Ten Wot, yet, ſincere Obedience, and a ſtriving after Perfection, 
pie equir'd of us; That the Performance of this, ſo far as is 
M reſſary to Salvation, is attainable by every Man, through 
. Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit, in the due Uſe and Exer- 
15 W of that Reaſon, Liberty, and Power of Action that God 


l planted in our Natures. 
cant 


Jau 
Jig 
etwe 


This is the Scheme, I ſay, which we 80 upon in our publick 
jiſtry and Diſcourſes to our People; but it is very unpopu- 


ld. Hence thoſe rude and fierce Oppoſitions to our 


of arines and Perſons : Hence ſome, who love Darkneſs ra- 
Ar than Light, and had rather part with their Religion than 
jay ; tir Luſts, have run into open Infidelity. 
s ind 


Pot the Generality of Men, unwilling wholly to quit their 


ng Kereſt in Religion, and their Expectations of Felicity in a 
ſe tore State, cannot ſo far maſter their Natures ; chuſing ra- 
| belle rtopo into ſuch Methods and Principles as ſuit beſt with 
tk Ir preſent Prejudices, and give the faireſt Hopes of ſecuring 
of Py aven, and a fuller Enjoyment of this World. 

d th To ſome people, in order to avoid thoſe Fears and Terrors 
p ; 15 Mind which the Acknowledgment of God and Religion, 
icata 


kr the Guilt of Sin, and an inordinate Love of this World, 
unavoidably create in them; the Method of the Roman 


o, ot1Wrch appears fair and promiſing, wherein the Opus operatum 


alon a 


nſual d 
eady dl 
a furti 
| Ta 
the ard 
ſo 97 410 


de Chriſtian Life, and is the beſt Argument that Popery 
on its ſide. 5 3 
Withers go into the Antinomian Hypotheſis; Believing the 


D 2 


— 4 —————————— ñ 22 —— — ou... — 
— . ä 1 . * 


ral Duties and Virtues, is what alone will entitle us to the 


and no ways calculated to gratifie the Corruptions of the 


the Sacraments, the vaſt Fund of Merits in their Hands, 
tie indulgent Diſtribution of them upon no very exor- 
it Rates (not to mention ſeveral other of its Doctrines) 
late in a great Meaſure the Care, and Pains, and Conflict 


al Precepts of the Law of no uſe under the Goſpel, 
| That 
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be. obliged: ta quit the Practice of their Sins, are willi 
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That Good Works do not further, nor Evil Works bind 
Salvation; That Chriſt has given us an abſolute DiſchaJ 
and alone worketh, willeth, and believeth in us; That 
Infuſions of Grace are irrefiſtible and inſtantaneous ; I 
God loves no Man for his Holineſs; and, That SanQtificatinhl 


o 
is no Evidence of Juſtification; Than which, nothing co ttot 
be ſaid more injurious to the Chriſtian Religion, or that op th 
a wider door to Licentiouſneſs. Men, 

To ſome the Predeſtinarian Scheme is moſt agreeabi the 
which teacheth that God from all Eternity ſelected ſome i nc 
out of the Maſs of Mankind whom he deſign'd for Salvaia n 
and that all the reſt, either by a poſitive Decree are doing 
to, or by a Preterition are left in, a State of Damnat , 
that for thoſe few Ele& Chriſt only died, and affords effeci 

Grace; that theſe Decrees are irreverſible, and lay us unt Ac Val 
an abſolute neceſſity to them. *VVf(f No 

Which Doctrines muſt needs flacken, or rather evaculty 0: 
the Motives to Repentance and a good Life: For what Ol be 0 
gation can [ think my ſelf to lie under of governing my Lich 
and Paſſions, and of purſuing the ſtri& Rules of Virtue alice 
Morality, when all my Prayers, and Tears, and StruglnMel h: 
can ſtand me in no ſtead, or my Neglect can do me no han 

Others again are taken with the pleaſing Dreams of Myllelc 
Unions, and Divine Illuminations ; with pretences to ew the 
ordinary Influxes of Light and Grace, which fo ſandiſ ing 
unite, and make them one with God, that Sin bas hencefo thi 
no more Power over them; and that they are pure, a v. 
ſpotleß, and amiable, in the Eyes of God. ut 
As the ſeveral Parties of Chriſtians amongſt us go into if 
or other of theſe Opinions; ſo, chuſe which you pleaſe, me 
is too great Encouragement given to human Corruption, Wan | 

to render it very taking. For if either the Subſtitution ig 
vicarious Obedience; or a Perſwaſion, that I am actuWhg 
diſcharg'd by Chriſt, that all my Endeavours are rente 
uſeleſs by the Fatality of any irreverſible Decree, or en 
God is fo fond of my Perſon. as to overlook my Sin; wi Pr 


foever, I ſay, of theſe is admitted, the neceſſity of fehl 
and ſtrugling with my own Luſts and Appetites, and of 
ving after perſonal Holineſs, is thereby ſuperſeded. 

Now whilſt the Caſe ſtands thus, we need not wonde 
many, who would rather be ſav'd from the Puniſhment, l 


take SauQluary under ſuch indulgent Principles, as bel 
| prod 


* the Cure of our Church - Diviſions. 29 
ina I miſe their Gratification. I believe no Man will expreſly 


ſchazl w that he embraceth this or that Hypotheſis, becauſe it 
bat i es him greater Liberties, and will let him go to Heaven his 
„ In way; yet, I in the leaſt doubt not, but this very often is 
inczuf g prevailing Reaſon of Mens Choice, and what lies at the 
g cui ttom of their Hearts. Dreſs up thoſe obliging Doctrines 
at opa th what Light, and Varniſh, and Diſguiſe, you pleaſe, yet 

Mn, whatever overt Reaſons they may give for embracing 
rea them, are not ſuch Fools, as not to ſee into the juſt Conſe- 
ome H ences of what gratifies corrupt Nature; and tho' modeſty 


i | make them not own the Reaſon of their Choice, yet the 


nato F bh the Luſt of the Eyes, ana the Pride of Life, all that 
' I} "the World, will powerfully incline them to make their 
WW vantage of =” 

Now from this, I think, we may reaſonably conclude, not 


evacuWy one thing to have contributed more to increaſe the Num- 


bat O of our Sectar ies, than thoſe eaſie and pleaſing Schemes 
my Ii ich have been fram'd to give greater Latitude and Indul- 
rtue u nce to a Secular Life. 

truglinl have now done with what I ſuppoſe to be the chief Rea- 


d har of our Separation; more might have been added, but 


f Miyſeſe arc more than enough to ſhew ; that, notwithſtanding 
to ext I their vain Pretences of purer Adminiſtrations, and of re- 
ſanding upon us, our Diſſenters are very much impos'd upon 
enceſoſ i their own falſe Reaſonings, Prejudices, and Paſſions ; are 


a very carnal State, and walk as Men. 


ure, { 
an But if lam miſtaken in the Grounds and Origine of our 
o into 
aſe, the 
option, 0 
ation 


oe of Schiſm unjuſtly charg'd upon them; but whenever 
gan perſwade my ſelf that this is true, | ſhall think my ſelf 
Wliged to believe theſe things true too, that we lie under no 


n aQuiWligation of Obedience to our Governours in Church or 
e ren te; That Schiſm is no Sin; That every Man may ſecurely 
e, or Mom bis own Fancies and Opinions; and, That there are 
a; 10 — a Oy" in the Chriſtian Church. 

of fight 4 228 

nd of | 
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wonde 
nent, i 
willing 
as hel 
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CONST 


* Propenſion of their Appetites to the * Luſt of the 


ſrikions, I muſt then ingenioufly own that I believe the 
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CONSIDERATION S concerning ii 


| | | 3 tra 
Cure of our Church Diviſions. Nei 
| . die 


—— 


SERMON II. 
1 Cor. II. 4. 
For while one ſaith, I am of Paul; and another, I. 
| of Apollos; Are ye not carnal ? 


F Now come to the Fourth Member of my general Di 


4 


ſion, vix. 

4. . To conſider what Remedies and Applications have ben rt! 
or may be, thought uſeful and requiſite to heal our Diſten . ſti 
pers; to remove thoſe fond and canting Diſtinctions, I ant! 
Paul; and I am of Apollos; and, inſtead of ſuch invidious Cub) 
racters, may prevail with Men to follow after things which nil b 

or Peace, and things wherewith one may ediſie another. eth. 
And here I am ſenſible how intricate and perplex'd an AU 
gument I have under Conſideration, Mens Prejudices at dic 
Paſſions being, of all things in the World, the hardeſt 1 ht 
conquer. And then again it has been obſerv'd by ſome, a] * 

I think the Obſervation very juſt; That an Engliſh Diſſent iſ © 

of all others, is moſt hardly wrought upon. The Common 1 
neſs of Separation, and the Impunity of it, very much abe Ch 
the Senſe and Horror of the Fact, People being prone to iſ * 
lieve nothing ſinful, but what is puniſhable by human La# 
and to think themſelves, ſafe in doing, what they ſee Ment I. 
great Names, and great Piety, do every day before their Eye e 
HBeſides, Separation has now got ſome Years over its heap" 
and ſeems to lay ſome claim to Preſcription : Antiquity the 
deed it cannot boaſt of, except, what would be no great kl if 
putation to it, we allow it a Conformity to the Schiſms 0 


Novatian, and Donatus. 


* the Cure of our Church Diviſions. 31 
if we look back to the Time when the Cauſe of Separation 
t appear'd, how rude, and naked, and inartificial, was it, 
hat it now is? Whether Conſcience, or Popery, or Re- 
Wtment, or Complexion, or all together, were the firſt 
9 elles of it, is not ſo very plain: But if it wanted an honeſt 
traction, ſo much the more Pains have been taken ſince to 
e it engaging Aire, and a ſtrong and healthy Complexion ; 
died and elaborate Reaſons have been fram'd to ſupport 
What was begun without any: As former: Principles fail'd, 
ers have been ſtruck, and ſubſtituted in their room, and 
weeſently made current through a whole Party: No ſooner 
re the Champions of it been beaten out of their old Works, 
by: new ones have been thrown up to ſecure the Breach, and 
Approaches and ſuſpected Places have been better guarded: 
Reaſon, Scripture, and, of late, Antiquity, are preſs'd into 
74 ir ſervice ; Books of all ſorts, devotional, doctrinal, and 
„ troverſial, are in their Peoples Hands, to prevent at once 
Reading of ours, and the Poſlibility of Conviction: But 
pſt their going up to Jeruſalem to Sacrifice ſhould be a Means 
turning the Hearts of the People again to the Lord, they 
re their Prieſts and their Altars; nay, they have their 
ave bee rtyrs and Confeſſors too; they have every thing neceſſary 
- Diſten{M ſtrengthen and beautifie their Hypotheſis, except it be 
„„ Tan uth and Miracles. 2 „ 5 
ious Cy all which it plainly appears how difficult it is to aſſoil 
hich muh labour'd and inveterate Prejudices, and to fall into ſuch 
Ethods of Cure, as ſhall be Superiour to the Force of them. 


x — 
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24 an But whatever difficulty may be apprehended in finding Re- 
Jices dies equal to the Strength and Age of the Diſeaſe, this 
ardeſt Hebt not to deter us from attempting it, becauſe what's a 
ome, MW and fo great a Sin in practice, the Cure and the Preven- 
Diſſente n of it, ſo far as we are able, will always be an important 
CommoW neceſſary Duty on us. What I have to ſay for my ſelf in 
zuch abaWHciarge of it, 1 will humbly lay before you in theſe follow- 


one to bl Particulars, 


man Lai | (i 
ſee Mend: | will conſider the ſeveral Methods already offer'd by 
1eir Eyes ers for the Cure of our Diviſions. DAS 
r its heal 1 will propoſe what to me ſeems proper and adviſeable | 


the Caſe. 3 
W. Iwill repreſent to you the Engagements we lie under, 


doing our Endeavours prove unſucceſsful, as to our own 
Alce. n 


tiquity i 
great le 
Schiims 


3 


and ſuſpend the Penalty of them When he has done; nay, | 


9 


32 ConsrDERATIONS concerning a 
1. I will conſider the ſeveral Methods already offer i Hens 
others for the Cure of our Diviſions. And, * 
1. It has been propos d by ſome, whether from Princii 
or what other Reaſon, I know not, to grant an unlimited] 
leration to Diſſenters of all De nominat ions; that ſo, if 
cannot be brought to a religious Unity, we may homen 
come to live peaceably and quietly together. 
Ho far Civil Authority may extend in granting an lud 
gence to tender Conſciences, or in reſtraining the Eſtablif 
Church in the Exerciſe of her Power and Cenſures upon ſi 
as withdraw themſelves from her Communion, I do not 
quire: Where Parties grow too ſtrong for Laws, and threat 
the publick Safety, there is a great deal to be ſaid in Juſtif 
tion of ſuch Laws, as the Diſtempers of a Nation make u 
voidable; of two Evils, the leaſt muſt be choſen. But ally 
ing at preſent the Plea of publick Peace will juſtifie the 
giſtrate in granting a Toleration ; yet, no human Laws vi 
ever juſtifie an unreaſonable Separation, or make them, 
whom it's juſtly chargeable, the leſs Schiſmaticks in accept 
of it. If the Laws of God have commanded Union am 
Chriſtians, and have expreſly forbidden them to withdr 
themſelves from Church-Fellowſhip and Communion vi 
one another, no ſubſequent Authority can reverſe the l 
vine Decree, or alter the Nature of the Action. What 
| ſinful by the Laws of God, will always be ſinful, tho? the 
were ten thouſand Acts of Parliament to the contrary. I. 
Magiſtrate, indeed, may make Laws againſt Non-conformi 


may tie up the Church's Hands as to the Proſecution of {i 
as are Schiſmaticks from. her Communion ( how juſtly 
know not,) but he can never, by any Indulgence, abrog! 
Sin, or make Schiſmaticks not to be what, by the Lays 
God, they are. © Fj 
And after all, they muſt have a very ſcandalous Notion 
the Unity of Chriſt's Catholick Church, and of the Comm 
nion of Saints, important Articles in our Creed, who fit 
only in the Enjoyment of Secular Peace. At this rate Chur 
would be like Ropes of Sand; and the Greek Church, ont! 
Scheme, might as well be ſaid to live in Communion v 
the Turks, | | 

But, whatever ſhew may be made of it, *tis much t0 
fear'd that Peace upon ſuch terms can never be laſti 


Where Rancour, Prejudice and Ill-will, lie at the Botton 
| . | | by 


Fo 


Wn Hearts; where Men have different Sentiments about 
> Means of obtaining the Eternal Good; where they in 
Woſequence of this, ſhall think themſelves obliged to pro- 
pate theſe Sentiments; and finally where Friends and 
ighbours come to be engag'd on one {ile or other of the 
eſtion; tho? human Laws may for a while ſtifle what will 
ays ſmim uppermoſt in their Thoughts, and what they 
Bll always think themſelves obliged to maintain and proſe- 
te with uncommon Warmth and Zeal ; tho' ontward Force 
| Power, 1 ſay, may for ſome time check the Effects of 
ir Reſentments, yet one time or other they will break out 
th the greater Rage and Impetuolity. WH 
But ſhould this never happen, and God grant it never may, 
what a ſcanty and intolerable View doth ſuch a conſtraind 
ace give us of that Goſpel-Unity, deſcrib'd to us in the 
riptures, under all thoſe ſpiritual and advantageous Chas 
ers that can make it dear and valuable to a Chriſtian. ' 


* 
. 
* 


* z proper Means to bring our Diſſenters to Reaſon and Uni- 
—— with us. Peace indeed is a very deſirable thing, the 
Th ſings of which will always be a prevailing Argument on 


Minds of good Men to make them go as far as Honour and 


** ſcience will allow in the Proſecution of it. 
Int then, as the Eaſe of tender Conſciences, the cloſer 
gelen of Proteſtants, and even the diſtant Proſpects of Peace, 


re ſtrongly one way; fo, the difficulty of gaining over any 
iderable Numbers of our Diſſenters by any Conceſlions leſs 


u. the throwing up our Laws and Conſtitution ; the great 
wi dal that ſuch a Procedure might give to ſome tender 


ſciences among our ſelves; and the Expoling of our Con- 
to the Inſults and Rallery of the Common Enemy ; by 
ding too much trom the Frame and Model of our Refor- 
lon; are Reaions that move ſtrongly the other way too. 
35 iltering National Settlements, and breaking into the Body 
. i Conſtitntion, is a Matter of more Importance, than they 
0 fi 
hor 
ont 
on x 


kaſe, or future Advantage, can eaſily believe, Tho' the 
Ie of ſome Good may ſeem very plain, yet, what Ac- 
tuts may follow ſuch Relaxations, are not fo plain. Tis 
d eaſier to break things in pieces than to put them into 
\ to frame again; new Scruples, new Objections, may ſtil} 
Jaſti 
ttem 
n 


. # £ 


the Cure of our Church-Diviſtions. | 33 


2. Relaxations in our Conſtitution has been urg'd by others 


d view things only in Speculation, or in the Lights of pre- 


"ge, and ſo the Reſult may be nothing but Confuſion and 
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34 CoNs1DERATIONS concerning 


Some conſiderable Alterations have been already mad e! 
our Liturgy and Rubricks ; but the Succeſs has no ways hk, 
ſwered the Promiſes of ſome, or the Expectation of o 
Some Conferences likewiſe have been held on this diff nd 
Article; but the Concluſion was, Mens Spirits were ther 
more exaſperated, and they departed from one another i 
leſs Good-will, than they came together. And till our Di 
ters, ſo divided are, can unite in ſome proper Demands, il 
the one ſide: and till we can find our own People under th. 
ter Inclinations of ſubmitting to ſuch Alterations, on ii 
other; I cannot ſee what Good, but J can eaſily ſes N th 
Miſchief may be expected from ſuch a Method. n 
3. A Comprehenſion hath been propos'd by others a8 
Expedient to compoſe our Diſtempers : But then hoy 
bottom ſuch a Project, and how far it ſhould extend ; vl 
ther all who own the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Faith mil 
be taken in, and upon what Terms; if not, whether thee ” [ 
_ cluded Parties would not thereby be rendred deſperate, ani 
embroil us again; whether our own Friends may be diſpoꝗ V 
ſubmit to ſuch a Remedy, as may be thought, in the End, 
prove worſe than the Diſeaſe; whether the genuine Notil 
of Catholick-Union, and the judgment of the pureſt Ag £ 
which by no means ought to be departed from, will comp 
with this Hypotheſis, are all ſuch puzling Difficulties, as al 
not eaſily reſolv'd: And, I much fear, ſhould any thing 
this Nature be attempted whilſt our Prejudices are fo «MM 
and oppoſite, and our Minds ſo indiſpos'd, it might prot 
fatal and deſtructive to both; and, in the Unkindneſs a 
Conſequences of it, a little reſemble the Cruelty of Nazents 
1n binding the Bodies of living and dead Men together. 
I cannot be in their Opinion, who ſuppoſe Church-Uni 
to conſiſt only in an Union of Hearts and Aﬀections, yetti 
I am truly perſwaded of, that where they are wanting, 
Unioa can be firm and laſting. 

Whilſt People of jarring and irreconcileable Principles! 
kept apart, common Charity, or want of Opportunity, m 
keep them in ſome tolerable order, but where, like the Be 
in the Ark, the Tame and the Salvage, the Clean and ti 
Unclean, are all crowded under one Roof, nothing leſs tid 
another Miracle will do it. 

4. Reaſon and Argument have been laid out thick upond 
Diſſenters, in hopes of meeting with their Scruples, and! 
giving Satisfaction. But alaſs! violent Paſſions and Prejudic 


N 


e prov'd too hard for Truth it ſelf. Nothing, one would 
M, could be more proper and engaging, than to end ea- 
er the Conviction of reaſonable Creatures in a Method ſo 
adp to Nature; but our beſt Performances have hitherto 
yd unſucceſsful. | 
Por Reaſons and Arguments for Conformity have been 
Wught up to their full Force, and touch'd with all that 
Wuty and Light, nay, Tenderneſs and Compaſſion too, 
Wt human Productions are capable of; inſomuch that nothing 
ſeems left for Poſterity to add, except our Diſſenting 
Wethren ſhould once more think fit to ſhift their Principles, 


Wuntenance, and others in Employment. In the mean time, 
Huld an Appeal to the whole impartial World determine 
perſwaſions of Mens Minds to.that fide where the Advan- 


. 


Wc of good Reaſoning, and of a good Cauſe, beyond all 
Inpariſon, lie; we might ſafely venture the whole Streſs 


or Cauſe upon that iſſue : And it will for ever be the Pity 
ien with ſuch Temper and Exactneſs for the Cure of an 
Indemnation, and eternal Reproach. 


Books have only begotten Books; and the Endeavours of 
25 ing old Diſputes have given birth to new ones. Peoples 


ins ements by a kind of an Antiperiſtalis, have been blinded 
e the very Means of Information; and when we expected an 
projfWenious Submiſſion to Reaſon, thoſe reaſonable Methods we 
{s Wk for Mens Satisfaction have been ſo entertain'd, as if they 


Pre not deſign'd ro ſend Peace on Earth, but a Sword. 
It would be hard to account for ſuch a prodigious Obſti- 
cy, did we not daily ſee, that as Conqueſts of all kinds have 
ret ti er appear d odious; fo, to ſome Men, ſuch is the fooliſh 
ng, de of Nature, none more, than thoſe which pretend to 
lumph over their Opinions. To quit a Tenet they have 
ce eſpous'd, carries a ſecret Acknowledgment in it, they 
1, ak, that once they were not ſo good and wiſe as they ought 
e hei bave been; and therefore by ſome ſhift or other they will 
nd Mad themſelves out of the cleareſt Demonſtration, rather 
Ia be, as it were, forc'd and cudgell'd into Truth. 
Pot then, and it cannot be denied, there have been ſome 
dona erriages on our ſide too on this account; ſometimes, by 
and oF Uaskilfulneſs of the Undertaker, which, whenever that 
Ppens, wonderfully revives a W Cauſe, and diffuſeth 
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Wpity to a routed Argument, and to keep themſelves in 


Wonder of good Men, that all thoſe noble Diſcourſes, 


Feaſonable Separation, ſhould only ſerve to load it with 


2 freſh 
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freſh Courage and Life through a whole Party: Sometinf 
again, by proud and inſulting, by railing and provoking H 
flections, mixt with good Senſe and Reaſoning, ſince the off 
will be ſure to do ten times more hurt, than the other wh 
do good. | 
He that would bring another Man over to his Opinion, M aſt 
take care not to ruſfle and irritate his Paſſions; otherwiſe, i 
deſtroys the Force of all his own Reaſonings, by diſcompoq 
thoſe Faculties which ſhould judge of them. Nay, was 
Angel from Heaven to uſe reviling and opprobrious Langu 
in a Debate, the Tongue of an Angel, ſo diſpos'd, wolf 
not prevail. 3 | Os 0 
And indeed a Man cannot ordinarity do Error greater Wt 
vice than to ſhew himſelf unreaſonably bitter againſt it, wil 
will always get ground in proportion to ſuch wrong Meal 
as are taken to repreſs it. Laughter or Revenge, ma il 
the Effect of ill Treatment, but Conviction. never. My 
Minds are too much diverted from the Force of the bright | 
Reaſonings, where they meet with perſonal Injuries to it 
ploy them, which will always have the firſt place in til 
_ Conſiderations, whatever becomes of Truth. Give me lea 
to add, that if either ſide had a Right to be out of Humons 1 
tis much more excuſable in a weak and ſuffering Party thai! 
us. Thoſe who are undermoſt may be allowed to be a lit 
Peeviſh, and to vent their Reſentments with more freedon 
but where the Advantage is certain and conſpicuous, the 
nothing but ſound Reaſon, and gentle Treament, ſhould! 
uſed. *Tis generous and great to treat an inferiour Wl 
Reſpect, and certainly then without Contumely and n. 
proach ; and tho' good Senſe, and good Uſage, may not. 
Ways; yet Heat, and Paſſion, and Reflection, will never( 
good on a Britiſh Conſtitution. 
0 5. Force and penal Sanctions, where ſofter Methods . 
Bot do, have been contended for, as proper Means to bie 
che Factions, and to diſſipate the Cauſes of our Diviſions. 
„ How far Civil Authority, where any particular Form 
Religion is taken into the Conſtitution, may juſtly make Nd 
conformity to it puniſhable, is not my Bulineſs to enqull 
but to do this as a proper Means to ſerve Religion, 0! 
bring Men off from their Errors, is, what I believe, ag 
able neither to Scripture nor Reaſon. | 
Our Bleſſed Saviour made his Church a Society under ff 
per Governours, and therefore muſt be ſuppos'd to * 
| | it 
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Human Nature loves not to be ſo dealt withal, which ishy $ wh: 
pleas'd with ſoft and friendly Methods, whilſt rigour and; he 
verity will create an Averſion to the beſt Cauſe on Earth, im 

The Uſe of Force, People will believe, generally ſuccei Iten 
the Want of Reaſon; and is apt to put an ill-natur'd Won 
in mind of that impotent Folly and Weakneſs of the 1 
who when they could not anſwer our Saviour's Aryumeni 
took up Stones to caſt at him. * = 

We juſtly abhor the Church of Rome for her Cruelties; ae 
Tranſubſtantiation ſcarce gives us a ſtronger Idea of the fiat 
Begeneracy of it, than the unrelenting Severities of the h 
Inquiſition, and the vnanſwerable Arguments of Apoſtolic 
Dragoons, have done. Well! But muſt we for ever ſtan i 
this uncharitable Diſtance ? Are there no Hppes of clo. 
the unhappy Breaches of this excellent Church? It would 
no difficult matter indeed to do it, could Men be brought 

calm and peaceable Diſpoſitions: But this is a Temper ſo cc 
rupt an Age gives little Proſpect of; human Laws, and hi 
man Reaſonings, have not been able to effect it. | 

But then could a Way be found to make the Diſſenters thu 
own Phyſicians; could we hit upon ſuch Reaſons and Me 
ums wherein they muſt acquieſce, unleſs they will renoun 
their Chriſtianity ; and which, being admitted, are ſufficien 
to anſwer all their Doubts and Scruples, I then perſwade nj 
ſelf, we might hope to ſee our Differences remov'd, and th 
afflicted Church a Praiſe in the Earth, = 

Now, I ſuppoſe, the Holy Scriptures are what will anſ#: 
all theſe Ends; and, in the Examples, Precepts, and Prind 
ples therein recorded, are ſufficient, abundantly ſufficient, t 
adjuſt whatever is in diſpute between us and our Diſſenti 
Brethren. And ſurely while they pretend ſo great a Lovet 
Chriſt and his Commands; to adhere ſo ſteadily to the ſacie 
Text; to model their Government, Diſcipline, and Wot 
ſhip, to the Scripture Age; that ſo often, and loudly, ha 
charg'd us with unlawful Impoſitions, and unſcriptural Pr 
tices; cannot, muſt not, deny this to be a fair and equ 
Method, to try on which ſide Truth and Reaſon lie, and! 
remove thoſe unhappy Grounds of Diſtinction, which, | 

the great Scandal of our common Chriſtianity, and the git 


us at ſo great adiſtance-from one another. And ſo | come, 
2. To propoſe what I think proper and adviſeable in 
Caſe: ln doing of which, I will wholly confine my Thoug! 


— > => 


— 


8 the Cure of our Church Diviſions. 39 
15by # what Light and Aſſiſtance the Scripture will afford. I can- 
and de ſo particular as the Nature of a juſt Diſcourſe, and 
tb. importance of the Subject, require; and therefore 1 muſt 
ccc tent my ſelf with pointing only to ſuch Reaſons as may be 
Wo va from thence to determine this Debate: yet ſo, I hope, 
e u gay appear ſufficient to evacuate the Principles of the pre- 
omen t Separation, and to reſolve the Queſtions agitated betwixt 

Now, ; 
es; nl. That Men are not left to their own looſe and vagrant 
ie erealWſpinions 3 that they are bound up by ſome Rules and Laws; 
he Hol that they are obliged to Communion as Members of ſome 
oſtolicWurch ; may be fairly argued from thoſe pathetical Exhor- 
ſtand qq 
cloſig 
7ould I 
2ugit i 
r ſo cor 
and hi 


Fe, not only in Relation to our private, or civil, Concern- 
Ents, but alſo as we are Profeſſors of a common Religion, 
Fare, or ought to be, Members of one Church: * I, 
e be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort in Love, if any 
Wowſhip in the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies, be ye like- 
ded, I beſeech you Brethren by the Name of our Lord Feſus 
ers the, that there be no Diviſions amongſt you. || The God of Pa- 
1d Meth 


pee and Conſolation grant you to be like-minded to one another 


renoun erding to Jeſus Chriſt, ** As far as it is poſſible, and as much 
ſufficegz in you lies, live peaceably with all Men. ef Follow after 
wade e- that make for Peace. ||| Let us walk by the ſame Rule; 
and tu mind the ſame Thing, * Stand faſt in one Spirit, in one 


bind, ſtriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel: This is far- 
fr evident from thoſe black and horrid Characters that are 
rein given us of Enmity and Diviſions; from the great 
ulneſs of Schiſm; and the dreadful Puniſhment and 


ill an{we 
d Prind 
acient, 0 
Diſſentid 


a Love , and Diviſions among you; Are ye not carnal and walk as 
the face? If ye bite and devour one another, take heed ye be not 
ind \WoWured one of another. ** Where Envying and Strife is, there 
diy, hagen, and every evil Work, | Mark them which cauſe 
"tural pg; en, and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which ye have 
and eq; and avoid them. And when our Apoſtle gives us a 
ie, and logue of damning Sins, he reckons Seditions and Here- 
which, e mongſt them; ||| Now Hereſies is the Word commonly 
] the gehe uſe of in Scripture to denote what we now call Schiſm. 
reſts, le 5 . 
come, 1 9 75 1 | od 
able in | Phil. ii 1, 2, f 1 Cor. i. 10. || Rom. xv. 3. ** Rom xii. 18. 


Wm. xiv, 19. II Phil. iii. 16. * Phil. i. 27. f 1 Cor. iii. 3. 
7. 1. * Jam. iii. 16. ff Rom xvi. 17. [||| Gal. v. 20. 


Now 


y Though 


Pons to Peace and Unity we every where meet with in Scrip- 


bpeance denounc'd againſt it: T H there be Envying, aud 
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Now from theſe pathetical Exhortations to Unity, audi 
vere Cautions againſt Diviſion, thus much is certain, that 
one is a Duty, and the other a Sin; and likewiſe, that th 
are ſuch eſtabliſh'd Societies of Chriſtians under proper 
vernours, and Laws of Communion, where that Duty, 
that Sin, may be exemplified. Burt, 

2. Leſt People, ignorant of the Nature and Extent of ch 


ſtian Unity, might not improve ſo well from general R n 
tations, St. Paul gives us a full and perfect Draught of it, wi 
der all its ſeveral Views and Obligations; by being united if 
one common Bond of Faith; by being Heirs of the ſamehH / 

miſes, and actuated by the ſame Spirit; by participating en 
the ſame Priviledges of Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Workin 7 
and by living under the ſame Laws, and the ſame Governom, - 
As then Church-Unity is founded on external, as well,” 
internal Reaſons; and as the Manifeſtation of our exten. 
Unity muſt neceſſarily be by external and viſible Acts, . 
living under the ſame Rules, and by acknowledging in 
ſame Paſtors; ſo muſt the repeated Exhortations to Ui. 
ſo frequent in Scripture, be underſtood to relate to Unity, 1, 
the external Polity of it, as well as to that which reſults fu. 
the internal Frame and Structure of the Chriſtian Church, 1 
But then, as Rites, and Ceremonies, and Modes of Wali 
| ſhip, are in their Nature alterable, and are often actuli 
abrogated, or chang'd for others, but the Prieſthood, , 
Paſtorate perpetual, and uniform; the viſible Unity of Chur 1 
Communion is then the beſt expreſs'd, when we continue, 
Union with, and Obedience to, our Spiritual Guides, int 1 
Uſe and Obſervation of thoſe Ordinances which they g 
appointed. And this is that, wherein the Unity of particughh,.. 
Churches doth principally conſiſt. For as Baptiſm, and tl 10 
brofeſſion of the true Faith, make us Members of the Cu 
lick Church; ſo Baptiſm, and the Profeſſion of the ti 
Faith, joined with our living in Communion with the G60 
nours of thoſe reſpeQive Churches whereunto we belong 
make us Members of ſuch particular Churches: And ſo rz 
as we contiue united to them, in the Practice and Obſerrangy , 
of their lawful Commands and Injunctions, ſo long, and! lui 
longer, we maintain the Unity of the Charch Wh. 
To this purpoſe we are commanded to obey our Sp 
tual Guides, as being the great Bonds and Ligaments of Mu. 
vilible and external Unity. k L 
un 


; the Cure of our Church-Diviſions. 41 
acer the Law, the whole Jewiſh Nation had but one Rule 
t raith, one Form of Worſhip, and one Order of Men to 
i ciate in Holy Things: If any but theſe invaded the Office 
the Prieſthood, (without God's ſpecial Appointment and 
@ſgnation) their Sacriledge met with exemplary and con- 
Wen Puniſhment, 

ion with, and Obedience to, theſe, was ſtrictly requir'd 
= the law. * Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Ask the Prieſts 
Wcerning the Law. | Hearken to the Prieſt, that ſtandeth to 


4 
"24 


$:th their Authority, and enforceth Obedience to them; 
The Scribes and Phariſees ſit in Moſes's Seat; all therefore 


never (the Expreſſion is emphatical, ) they bid you obſerve, 
"I {cre d dv. And when be Cures ſome whom their 


as if the Benefit of the Cure lay more in being re-admit- 


g into the ||| Boſom and Unity of the Church, than in the 
uu gectitution of Health, he adds, (tho' his jus Prophet icuns 
* pht have diſpens'd with ſuch an Order, ) G ſbew thy ſelf 
) ILVI CES | 4 


be Prieſt, 


W Under the New Law, the Precepts of Obedience to the 

"Wltors and Governours of the Chu ch are very particular and 
I dreſs. || We beſeech you Brethren to know them which Labour 
1 Ig you, and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. 
BW eme mber them which have the Rule over you; who have ſpo- 
111 to you the Word of Cod; whoſe Faith follow, Obey them which 


e the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, + Submit your 
© unto ſuch as have addicted themſelves to the Miniſtry of the 
ms, and to every one that helpeth with them and laboureth. 
Cal tour Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to Timothy tells us, and one 

ud think he ſpake prophetically of this factious and licen- 


"2 Age, || The time will come, when Men will not endurg 
_ Doctrine, but after their own Luſts will heap to themſelves _ 
ſo 10 hers, having itching Ears. Sound Doctrine and lawful 


"rs are the great Preſervatives of each other; ſo that 


nions keep pace with their Practices, and they * are 
I'd into Fables. | 


* 
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tag, ü. 11. f Deut. xvii. 12. Deut. xvil. 9, to, * 2 Chr. xxx. 22. 
ML XXII, 2, 3. I Mat. viii. 4. 4 Mark i. 44. T Lake v. 14. 17.14. 


def. v. 12, ** leb xn. 717. ff 1 Cor. Xvi. 15, 16. ||} 2 Tim. iv. 3. 
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Siſter before the Lord thy God; || and to the Levites, ** that 
Web the good Knowledge of the Lord. And our Say iour recog- 


al Impurities had depriv'd of the Communion of the Tem- 


kn Men once forſake theſe, tis no wonder then if their 
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may, nay, *tis our Duty, and we muſt, in ſome Caſes, nig 3 
in the Object, or Degree, of it; That they might not ent 


critical Point. 


on this Article. 
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I conclude therefore, that to depart from the Commu 
and Obedience of our. lawful Paſtors, without lawful vw 
juſtifiable Reaſon, is breaking the Unity of the Church i oi 
Important Inſtance of it, and. contrary to thoſe Ga 
which the Scriptures lay upon us. 
But all Church Governours being fallible Men, and ba 
may deceive others, or be deceived themſelves; we are i 1 
blindly to embrace whatever they obtrude upon us, 


draw our Obedience from them. 
3. That then the Nature of true Religion might not 4 
miſtaken, That Chriſtians might not miſ-imploy their 2 Fr 


prize on the Church's Peace for weak and inadequate Rea 
That they might know when to break Communion, and wt 
not; great Care is taken to ſettle. Mens Judgments | in ti 


Now any one that carefully attends to the Drift and Delz 
of the Holy Scriptures, will plainly perceive, that the ni 
End of the Chriſtian Religion, is to bring us to a heayel 
Frame and Temper of Mind; to make us like God, a 
Partakers of his Divine Nature, and to cultivate in 56 
Bleſſed * Fruits of the Spirit, which are in all Goodneſs, a 
Righteouſneſs, and Truth, 

Moral and ſubſtantial Virtues are the main Hinges on whit 
Religion turns; whilſt Rites, and Ceremonies, and the iu 
tated Parts of Religion, are of little Value in the Eyes 
God; nay, are often laid aſide, when they come in Comp 
tition with the former ; and, comparatively ſpeaking, 1 
ſometimes reputed Evil. So little ſtreſs doth God lay up 
thoſe things, for which ſome Men will not ſtick to tear 
Church 1 in pieces, and embroil the World. 

+ Go ye and learn, faith Chriſt, what that meaneth I. 
have Mercy, and not Sacrifice, | The Kingdom of God i 
Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in the H 
Ghoſt; and he that in theſe thin s ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptatl 
God, and approved of Men, Neither Circumciſion avail 
any thing, ner Uncircumciſion, FE; new Creature, ſaith St.] 
And the ſame Apoſtle throughout the 14th, and in Part! 
the 15th Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans, is very I! 


* Eph. v 9. + Mat. ix. 13. l Rom, xiv. 17, 18, ** Gal. v\ 


5 the Cure of our Church-Diviſions. 43 
mu e there tells his Romans, that, ſuppoſic.g they were of 
ful rent Judgments as to the Uſe and Obligation of Meats 
a Drinks, 7. e. of indifferent Things, they ought not, 
SatWrever, to cenſure and condemn one another for them; 
tue Fortunes of their Souls roll'd not on ſuch trivial 
0h WWtters ; that every one ought to content himſelf with the full 
are EE (waſion of his own Mind, without the thoughts of bringing 


us, Mothers over to his Opinion; and then concludes his Diſcourſe, 


' 


„ Ni de had begun it, that, notwithſtanding their different Sen- 
| HWecnts about leſſer Matters, They ſhould receive one another. 
W which Expreſſion we muſt not fo underſtand the Apoſtle, 
Wif thereby he intended to give a Rule of mutual For- 
Wrance as to the Liberty of different Communions; but that 
Leia ſhould be of the ſame Communion, tho? their Perſwa- 
nd vhs. about indifferent Things, were different. And that 
S IN is the genuine Senſe of the Apoſtle about Indifferents, 

ms evident from thoſe memorable Words of his, Chap. 
d Deli vi 17. Mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences contrary. 
the ma he Doctrine ye have learn d, and avoid them. The Words 


not! 
elt 2 
bt enter 


beweißteinly relate to his former Argument about indifferent 
Qings, and by them he flatly condemns Separation on 


30d, 4 
in t account. | | 
lneſi © Now if we attend to the Scope of the Apoſtles Reaſonings, 
will furniſh us with theſe Two uſeful Obſervations. 
I. That our Juſtification and Acceptance with God depend- 
only on the moral and ſubſtantial Duties of Religion, to 
Peine that the leſſer Forms of inſtituted Religion, tho? they 
be uſeful in their proper Order, yet being of no Uſe 
en ſeparated from the other; to imagine then, I ſay, that 
practice or Omiſſion of theſe will recommend us to God, 
ct our Salvation, or that the Church's Peace may be viola- 
for them, is plainly repugnant to the Deſign and Genius 
the Chriſtian Religion, and to tbat Rate and Order of 


on Whit 
the inl 
e Eyes 
1 Comp 
king, 1 
| lay uſt 
) tear 


eth In 
God ul 
„ the . 
:ceprabl 
7 avall. 
th St.). 
in Part 
very lat 


ſequently therefore for Chriſtians to break Communion 


not be ſyppos'd to conſtitute new Parts of Divine Worſhip 
equally by ſuch ſcrupulous Omiſſions, to fall into that very 
erſtition which is unjuſtly charg'd on us; it being alike 


Gal, \\ rable to God, as to believe the Performance of them 


mond 


ings wherein they are plac'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles: 


Chriſtians, for Rites and Ceremonies, where no proper 
tue or Holineſs is lodged in them, and, for that Reaſon, 


rſtitious, to believe the forbearing ſome Things, void of 
fl Evil, or any Divine Command, ſhould be pleaſing and 
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Publick Good, and requires they ſhould go * as far as peu 
and as much as in them lies, in purſuance of them: 4: jar 


ken, for the ſake of what is commonly of no great Momer 


and ſeparate Congregations for religious Worſhip, be exec 


- livers himſel 


dation, that jeſus was the Meſſiah ; but they differ'd ade 


of that, or by the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt ; Whether convetli 
with 1dolatrous Heathens, and eating of their Sacrifices, t 


44 CoxsiDeR ATIONS Concerning, P 
ſhould be fo, ſince the Nature and Degree of Superſtition iis | 
the ſame in both Caſes. | 1 


2. That ' tis the Apoſtle's Intentions to carry People bey 
their Doubts and Scruples about theſe things: for he mania 
ly lays the Foundation of Unity and Church-Communion of 
higher and more important Conſiderations z and binds it of 
Mens Confciences by the great Obligations of Peace, ui 


poſſible, and as much as in them lies; Pray, How far is uU 
*Till People are pleas'd to clog their Obedience with v 
and gronndlefs, not to ſay, with ſtudied and artificial, d, 
jections? No certainly, for this had been ſaying nothing WW 
all; but, till pure, and palpable, and unſophilſticated vl 
ſtop their further Progreſs. There, Duty to God and then 
ſelves, oblige them to make a Stand. But to think that t 
Doubts and Scruples of! Mens Minds; which many tin 
are only other Names for Fancy and Opinion, ſhould | 
the Boundaries and Arbiters of the Church's Peace, is nt 
ther to know the Uſe of Charity, nor the Laws of Socixh 
nor the Scope and Reaſonings of the Scripture z It's veut 
ing upon an Action, of the laſt Importance, if we are mil 


if we are not; 'tis gratifying our Scruples with the Hau 
of our Souls; and, of two Evils, to chuſe the greateſt. WW 
4+ But ſuppoſe the Differences amongſt Chriſtians be 400 
weightter Matters than Meats, and Drinks, and Days; n 
Chriſtians divide upon it? Muſt a new Miniſtry, new Alta 


Why, our Apoſtle Is very expreſs here too, and plainly d 

" againſt Separation. 5 
Some of the Controverſies between the Jewiſh and 6. 

tile Converts were of this Nature: They both held the Fai 


the Perpetuity and Obligation, the Efficacy and Ends, oft 
Moſaick Law; as, Whether the Gentile Chriſtians ſhould0 
ſerve the Law or not; Whether Juſtification was by the Wo 


juſtifiable ; Whether the paying ſome Divine Worſhip t04 
gels, becauſe the f Lam was given by the Diſpoſition of th 


———— * Yes 


* 


* _ td. Mt. ll. a... £6 * 


* Rom, uli. 16. Col. li. 8. with Acts vii. 53. 
| | | V 


* the Cure of our Church-Divifions. 45 © 
tion , lawfol : Theſe Differences continued long, and ſpread 
e; were not about the Rites and Ceremonies, and the In- 


 bevMWuments and Means of Religion; but about ſome very im- 
naniiWrtant Articles, and ſuch as affected the Body of Religion. | 
anion ne Heats they fell into upon this Occaſion, produc'd ſuch 
ds it WShyneſs and Averſion betwixt them, that they withdrew | 
ce, Won ordinary and familiar Converſation with one another, | 
as peu forme great Apoſtles weakly gave into the Humonrs 

As fen on foot; but whether they actually divided into ſeparate {| 
- is than emdlies at Antioch or Philippi, is not ſo plain: But let this | 
ith wel as it will, St. Paul's Authority is good againſt thoſe who } 
cial, 06, or thoſe who ſhould divide, for theſe or the like Rea- | 
othing Wins; who gives them and the World this deciſive Rule as to | 
ated Murch-Communion in thofe, and in all other parallel Caſes, | 
ind the Neverrheleſs, mhereunto ye have already obtain d, let us walk { 
that e ſame Rule, let us mind the fame Thing, | | 
any tin By whichW ords he plainly contends for ſuch an Uniformity {| 
ſhould practice, as conſiſts in the Obſervation of the ſame ſtand- 

e, is g Raule; not that they ſhould ſeparate for what they differ'd 

f SocieWhout, but hold Communion for what they were agreed in; 

”s veutnWlat, if in controverted Points they could not arrive at an 

are mi uformity of Opinions, they were, however, bound in 

t MomeWuty and Conſcience to go as far as they could in Practice; 

ne Haut Differences of Judgment ſhould be over-rul d by the 


teſt, Molgations of Peace; and that, finally, they ſhould hold | 


s be aboWnſtant Communion, where they did fundamentally agree 
Jays; u ntenting themſelves as to the Doctrines about which they [ 
ew Alu fer'd, in- waiting on the Teachings and Goodneſs of God | 
de erece r Satisfaction; who, while they waited for it in the Ways 


plain Peace, would either find a way to do it, or would not 


tally condemn them for their Errors. [ 


and Cl Would you now enquire how our Diſſenters have conform'd 

{ the koßemſelves to this Rule? Why thus, They agree with us in 
fer'd abe Subſtantials of Religion; they allow Salvation in out 
nds, of arch; and, upon proper Occaſions, can Communicate 


ſhould ih us; and yet, contrary to this Apoſtolick Canon, they 


the Woßeerate from us on weaker Reaſons, than thoſe Chriſtians, | 
conver whom St. Paul would not allow SeparKion, did, or might 
fices, We done, from one another: The Apdfle labours to ſettle 
ſhip to Uaiformity of Practice among People of different Perſwa- | * 


ion of Us; but our Diſſenters argue juſt the backward way; 


1 | 
phil. it. 16. 5 — 


53% 
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namely, where Opinions in Religion are different, the w 
Communions mult be ſo too; and thus inſtead of cloſing oi Fa 
Wounds of the Church, they endeavour to propagate cal 
eternal Schiſm. oct ons . re 
5. But then, ſeeing Defects and Abuſes, Scandals and cu 
ruptions, will unavoidably mingle themſelves with all hund 
Conſtitutions ; that the Purity of Religion might not be 
much endanger'd, or the Peace and Unity of the Church i 
broken by weak, but well-meaning Chriſtians, on that a 
count; Chriſt hath in Mercy thought fit to lodge a Poniſi 
in his Church to reform Abuſes, to repreſs the inſolent 4 
tempts of daring Offenders, and cut off the Obſtinate ay 
Incorrigible from the Peace and Communion of his Church, 
But then this Power, and the Exerciſe of it, he left noth 
private Chriſtians, or any Combinations of them, but toth 
Guides and Paſtors of his Flock; a Remedy being therth 
provided againſt the former Evils, and, conſequently, tk 
Occaſions of Schiſm ſuperſeded : Infomuch that every pi 
vate Chriſtian may now argue thus with himſelf z What Fault 
or Scandals ſo ever may be in the Church whereof | am; 
Member, as long as nothing capitally Evil, or immediate 
Deſtructive of Salvation, is impos'd upon me ; Whilſt the 
Reformation of Abuſes, and the Correction of Scandal, i 
by Divine Appointment, their Province; and, without di 
Care and Application in the Diſcharge of it, will certaidl 
become their Guilt; I, who am a private Chriſtian, as 1 an 
not, cannot be, reſponſible to God for any thing but my ow 
Conduct, ſo I muſt not ſeparate for ſuch Faults and Scandal 
as are inſeparable from all human Perſons and Conſtitution 
becauſe I muſt not confound the Order of Things, uſurp ot 
the Authority of others, or looſen the Bands of the Church. 
Unity. . DT 
6. If we conſider next the Faults and Corruptions of tit 
Apoſtolick Churches mentioned in Scripture, ſo far as the) 
are the ſame, or bear an Analogy to thoſe, for which ou 
Diſſenting Brethren renounce Communion with us, ſo far wt 
ſhall have another Argument againſt the Reaſonableneſs of ti 
preſent Separation! | 
* The Churches of Epheſus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyati' 
and Sard:s, are expreſly noted by St. John as faulty and cor 
rupt Churches; as likewiſe thoſe of Rome, Coloſs, and G4 


— 


* P ev, li. and Chap, Ul. 2 


tid 6 
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they W were by St. Paul; yet theſe Churches, becauſe they kept 
gu Faith of Chriſt, are ſtill called the Churches of God, 
te Calvin, who cannot be ſuſpected of Partiality, having 
| Werted that Men ought not to ſeparate from a Church which 


Cor 
uma 
Je 100 
ch l 


at a 


Nite about Preaching the Word, and the Adminiſtration of 
& $2craments may be retained, at large proves what great 
Jowances are to be made, as to ſeveral Corruptions, from 
Example of the Apoſtolick Churches; and he ſaith, Mens 


<< 

= v 

. = 
5 


oe oroſeneſs in theſe Matters, altho' it ſeems to flow from Zea}, 
1t that it much rather comes from ſpiritual Pride, and a 
e ul e Opinion of their own Holineſs above others. g 

ch. And truly we do not find, either that the Members of the 

not Churches renounc'èd Communion with one another becauſe 

to 1M ſuch Corruptions, (and they were as great as any amongſt 

geren r ſelves, ) or were encourag'd by the Apoſtles ſo to do, as 

y, tieWtainly they ought to have been, if the Principles, main- 

pu ed and practis'd by our Separatiſts, are juſtihable. 

Fade But, on the contrary, we find the Apoſtles, by Promiſes 
| an Wd Threataings, by Precepts and wholeſome Laws, checking 
4iatelWcir intemperate Heats, and endeavouring all they could to 

Iſt ep Peace and Concord amongſt them. This gives us a 

dal, n different Idea of the Obligations we lie under to Peace 

ut dd Unity, from what we meet with among thoſe, who make 

tai em run parallel to the Purity and Perfection of Churches; 

15 | anfOttoming them on this deceitful Principle, That all religious 

1y ou rors being in themſelves damnable, every Man is bound in 
candalWpoſcience, not to communicate where he meets with any. 


true, no Man ovght to communicate with any Church in 
$ Errors, but *tis very true too, a Man may communicate 
th an erroneous Church; becauſe in many Caſes, he can 
that without Sin, and where that can be done, he cannot 


tions 
ſurp 01 
hurch! 


of t orate without Schiſm. 
as the dot the Church of Corinth will afford us a very particular 
ch ougument againſt that Standard by which our Diſſenters mea- 
far ethe Lawfulneſs, or Unlawfulneſs, of Church- Communion. 


s of this Church of Corinth lay under great Diſorders, was 


ted with very grievous Contentions ; there were many in 


Hain ho had not the Knowledge of God, err'd in ſome Points 
nd cot et the Reſurrection, came drunk to the Lord's Table, 
d Gee Fornicators, unclean and contentious Perſons; who, 
— 


only ate things offered to Idols, but regal'd themſelves on 
Vigims in the Idol's Temple; yet, for all this, no actnal, 
brmal Schiſm enſued. e 


& the true Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments, tho' ſome 
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them to calm, and peaceable, and ſober Tempers: One! 
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their Opinions. He very well knew Schiſm to be more dat 


48 CONSIDERATIONS concerning * 

What! Not for Errors about the Reſurrection, for yu 
lizing with idolatrous Heathens, or the Profanation of H 
Bleſſed Sacrament! No, not even for theſe it ſeems, ſo fu 
we can judge of the Truth of a Thing from the Conduc of 
Example of that Church. oi 

But had Separation from the Communion of ſuch ſcandal, 
and erroneons Profeſſors, been the Duty of the more pet 
and advanc'd Chriſtians at Corinth, and they, through zu. 
rance or Neglect, had omitted it; our Apoſtle acted þ 
Part of a very unfaithful Guide, not to inform their Ignore 
or reprove their Neglect. No, he, good Man! it ſell: 
was himſelf ignorant of the refining Principles of this pu 
Age; he was altopether in the other Extream ; not one War 
drops from his Mouth to authorize ſach a Manner, the wh 
Current of his Diſcourſe running ſtrongly another way. 
found them indeed form'd into Parties, and ready, as it wen 
for a formal Schiſm ; but he flatly tells them, This was not, 
they fooliſhly imagin'd, an Evidence of their Wiſdom 
Piety, but a plain Token of their great Carnality ; While 
faith, I am of Paul, &c. 

He doth all that a wiſe and good Man could do, to red 


blames for an offenſive Uſe of his Liberty; another tor li 
Weakneſs, and unneceſſary Scruples; one, for giving Offence 
another, for taking it; this Man he rebukes for his Immot 
lity; the other tor his intemperate Zeal: Sometimes he Re 
fons, then he Chides, preſently he Exhorts them to Una 
mity and Peace, from all thoſe Reaſons which are moſt m 
ving to the human Nature. 

There is one thing very viſible and remarkable throught 
whole Conduct of our Apoſtle with theſe Chriſtians ; thi 
tho' he was perfectly well appris'd of the Nature and Conk 
quences of all the Errors and Corruptions they labour'd unde 
he plainly diſcovers a far greater Concern upon his Mind 
prevent a Schiſm, on account of their Errors, and the Vati 
of their Opinions, than to remove their Errors, or reconc 


gerous to the Church and Religion, than the Queſtions tik 
wrangled about, could be to their Souls; He knew, I ff 
that Chriſt ians might be of different Sentiments, without b 
ing of different Churches; that they might celebrate 
Myſteries of Religion, and praiſe God with one Heart, 4 
one Mouth, tho' they could not reconcile their ou 
; ; 75 £0 
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e of other Mens; nor theſe again, in all reſpects, to the 
ch and Standard of the Chriſtian Doctrine. 
„ That the Principles of the preſent Separation have no 


_"Whettifiable, is evident from hence, in that the Holy Scrip- 
ndaly ty e, enumerating the ſeveral Reaſons for which Chriſtians 


Wtheſe, for which our Diſſenters break with us. Now the 


. When a Church falls into Idolatry : For thus our Apo- 


> commands the Corinthians in reſpect of the Heathen Ido- 
lers; and all Chriſtians in reſpec of ſuch Churches, where- 
idolatrous Practices are malntain'd ; * Come out from among 
, and be ye ſeparate. 

. If a Church teacheth Doctrines leading to Immorality, 


Jos the ſame Apoſtle commands his Son 7 :mothy to ſhun 
me who denied the Reſurrection, and a future Judgment, 
For tbeir Words will eat as doth a Canler. . 

3. If any Church refuſeth us her Communion, unleſs we 
il do ſomething in it ſelf ſinful; || We muſt not do Evil that 
ud may come of it. „ 

lf a Church is in a State of Schiſm, then the Rule is; 
Mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences contrary to the 
alrine ye have learn'd, and avoid them. | | 
[Theſe being all the Caſes, as ſome | learned Men have 


high Preſumption in us to frame more of our own Heads, 
being a known, and an approv'd, Maxim of Law; That 
here a Law commands ſomething, and particularly excepts 
ne Caſes wherein that Law doth not oblige, in all Caſes not 
epted, the Law binds more ſtrongly. | 

f then our Church falls under none of thoſe Conditions al- 
nd by Scripture for Separation; commands or practiſeth 
thing idolatrous in her Worſhip; teacheth nothing contrary 
(holy Life, or the Principles of natural, or reveal'd, Re- 
don; impoſeth nothing ſinful as a Law of her Communion; 


Church, which are all the allow'd Caſes I meet with in 


liſt Stillingefleet, Mr. Wall. LO 
Scrip. 


port from Scripture, and conſequently are in themſelves 


y break Communion with Chriſtians, are wholly ſilent as 


sons to be collected from thence for which Separation is 


och as are Deſtructive of the Fundamentals of Religion: 


ſerv'd, wherein Separation is allow'd by Scripture, it will 


is in a State of Schiſm from any ſound Part of the Catha- 
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Scripture for Separation, we have then an unanſwerahle j a 
ters, with all their Wit and Metaphyſicks, will never be 
to juſtifie themſelves to God, and the World, in a Matter be 


Proceedings, that they are conformable to the general f 


it not being enough to argue negatively ; Such or ſuch thiy 
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to ſhew that Want of Diſcipline, that better Means of EA 


from its Communion ? Can they as well prove the Reaſons 
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gument againſt the preſent Separation, and which our Disc 
to get over. But, F 

8. Since the” Appeal is now made to Scripture ; Pi 
What Proof, what Authority, can they produce from tem 


ſuch vaſt,Concernment as Separation is? | 

The proper Subject of human Legiſlature, are things 
different: When then our Church, in the Exerciſe of ty h 
Power, commands or prohibits ſome Things, or Actions 
Nature indifferent; we think it a ſufficient Juſtification of 


cepts of Decency, Order, and Edification; and no whe 
expreſly, or by juſt Conſequence, forbidden: But when e 
ple preſume to withdraw themſelves from Obedience to the 
lawful Governours, to refuſe Submiſſion to their Command 
and to charge the Law with Iniquity ; the Caſe is then alter 


are no were commanded in Scripture, therefore they arey 
lawful : But they muſt argue poſitively; They are aQul 
prohibited, and therefore they are Sins. 9 

When People undertake to arraign the Conſtitution of a 
Church, and to divide upon it, the Reaſons and Authoti 
they alledge for ſo doing ought to be very plain, pertine 
and concluſive. Schiſm is plainly forbidden, and m 
damnable in Scripture, and therefore when they ſepari 
from us, the Procf they bring in Juſtification of themſeh 
muſt be grounded on the ſame Divine Authority, and oupt 
at the leaſt, to be as plain, as the Prohibition of that u 
comfortable and deteſtable Sin. 

But where are the plain Authorities that can juſtifie 0 
Diſſenters in Point of Conſcience for ſeparating from ti 
'Eſtabliſh'd Church? Where is it ſaid, a Form of Prayer,“ 
mixt Communions, or commanding the Uſe of indiffeie 
Things in the Worſhip of God, are unlawful ? What Prot 


cation, that the Imperfections or Corruptions of a Churc 
where the Foundation is ſafe, will authorize their depattl 


their Separation juſtifiable, and that we are juſtly charge 
with them, as we can prove Schiſm a moſt damnable vl 
Vet, this is no more than they ſhould be able to do, beta 
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n that the Examples of Chriſt and his Apoſtles in H 
Communion with the Jewiſh Church, do plainly evacuate (oi 
Pretences wherewith the Diſſenters endeavour to Supa 
their Separation. And I the rather inſiſt on this, becull 
their Precepts and Practices were not diſſonant to one «Miſe Inf 
ther; and becauſe, where Examples are plain, perfect, ui 
pertinent, as theirs were, there Imitation is not only ſafe, iſ 
becomes a Duty, it being the Nature of ſuch Examples, d th 
things imitable, to carry the Force of Precepts, and 
with equal Authority, and leſs Ambiguity. uf 
1. As to our Saviour, we find he kept a ſtrict and con 
Communion with the Jewiſh Church in all its legal Ordina 
during his abode on Earth, tho? the Corruptions of it were 
flaming and notorious, and the Treatment he met with fin 
the Rulers, and great Men, was fo outragioully provoking, 
Ne was Circumciſed, thereby laying himſelf under an lj 
gation of Obedience to it; He own'd, and ſubmitted him 
to the Governours then in being; He frequented the Serii 
both of the Temple and Synagogue, tho? this was of- hum 
Authority only; He obſerv'd the Rites, and Cuſtoms, a 
Feſtivals of it, even that of the Dedication, tho? the D 
of this ran no higher than the Times of the Maccabee:,} 
{crupled not to receive the Cup of Charity at the Paſcal$ 
lemaity, nor to conform himſelf to the Poſture of Diſci 
biture at the Celebration of it, tho” the firſt was a plain A 
dition to, and the other as plain a Variation from, the Oil 
nal Divine Inſtitution : In a Word, Chriſt complied with 
the religious Cuſtoms of thoſe People, where they # 
not repugnant to the Moral and Evangelical tlntenti! 
of the Law. i | 
2. As to the Apoſtles, they, as their Maſter had, mil 
tain'd a ſtated and uniform Communion with the ſame Churc 
and that not only while they liv'd under his Eye and Col 
mand, but for ſeveral Years after his Aſcenſion ; complji 
with all the lawful Forms then in uſe, and * continuing 4 
with one accord in the Temple, 7 5 Les: 
It's true, both Chriſt, and his Apoſtles did diſſent it 
the Corruptions and Innovations which had crept into KK 
gion through the vile Gloſſes and Traditions of the Ph 
but where theſe Reaſons of Diſſenſion were not vilible, Oi 
were conſtant Conformiſts. 5 
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| = bs true likewiſe, the Apoſtles, after the Deſcent of the 
Sy Ghoſt, had their ſeparate Meetings for the Celebration 
Suppan Sacraments, and for Prayer, and for the Propagation 
me great Deſigns of the Goſpel : But, being now under 

W Influence of a new Article of Faith, viz. that Jeſus is the 
a, this became unavoidable to them, after the Fews had 
biaden them to Preach in the Name of Jeſus, and had de- 
a them the Uſe of the Temple on that account: But theſe 
ess excepted, they firmly adher'd, for ſome Years, I ſay, 
Mer the Departure of Chriſt to Heaven, to the economy 
the Jew/ſ} Church. ER | 
God was willing Moſes ſhould keep the Chair, while his 


- wereWWirit was yet brooding over the new Creation, and in form- 
ith u the ſinful Chaos, and creating a new Heaven, and a new 
oking, Mirth ; He was willing to allow a Compliance, as he had at 
an e firſt Inſtitution of their Religion, with the Humours of a 
hinkMWrnal Church, even when her Power and Authority were 
e Ser ad, trying thus the laſt Efforts of his Grace and Mercy in 
f hunting on the Converſion of his antient People in their own 
"ms, May and Perſwaſion. 


If then our Bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles had a full 
Fiew and Perception of all the Boundaries of Duty and 
Ibligation as to Church-Communion, as they moſt certainly 
kd ; If they, 1 ſay, were neither deceiv'd themſelves, nor 


the Di 
abees; | 
aſcal 
Diſcat 


lain M oald deceive others, *tis to be hop'd, by conſidering a little 
he Oi ore diſtin ly under what Circumſtances they Communicated 
| with With the Jew: Church, we may come at laſt to a ſettled 
ey wWdzment in the Caſe before us, and diſcover upon what 


ntentiogWrounds the Principles of Separation reſt ; or rather, upon 


rounds they do not reſt. 


d, mi 1. Is it urg'd, That human Impoſitions, and framing new 
e ChirMWerms of Communion, are juſt Reaſons of Separation? Yet, 
ind Conieitier Chriſt, nor Apoſtles, thought fo; ſince they not only 
omplyWonmunicated with a Church wherein many human Ordinan- 


uing dies were enjoyn'd, but alſo ſubmitted to the Uſe and Obſer- 
ation of them themſelves; as is evident from their Compli- 
ice with the Synagogue Worſhip ; their Celebration of the 
alover after the modern Forms; their obſerving the Feaſt 
[ the Dedication ; and from their ſubmiſſion to the Gover- 
urs then in being. 
God had exprefly determin'd all the Modes and Rites of the 
cal Solemnity; he had poſitively fix'd the High Prieſt- 
od to one Tribe, to one certain Family of that Tribe, and 
to 
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to one particular Branch of that Family: Yet, as in the fy 5 ing 


? 


mer Caſe, general Conſent, or human Authority, had browMiWol 
in many Alterations; ſo in the latter, from the Time of ion 
Maccabees, many great Breaches had happen'd in the Won 
ceſſion of the Pontificate ; and after the Romans had ſeiz'd hin 
Government, it became arbitrary and annual; but in b ture 
Caſes, Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſubmitted to what Time, Main 
ſubſequent Authority, had introduc'd. e 

This I take to be an Argument, 4 fortiori, why our Di ther 
ters ſhould ſubmit to the preſent Conſtitution, notwitbſtau g. v 
ing the Impoſitions in Rites, or the Alterations in Goveriific 


ment, they complain of, fince, as I humbly conceive, the eo 
teration of any thing ſettled by Divine Authority, is more eWboſt 
ceptionable, than the Addition of ſomething to it; and con 


Abrogating a Divine Inſtitution ſounds much harſher, thy 
commanding Obedience to a Human one. 
2. Is it ſaid, For the Sake of better Edification, a Man ny 
quit a lawful Church, and preſent himſelf where the gret 
Duties of Religion are more powerfully taught? But the 
Why did not Chriſt, why did not his Apoſtles, renounce til 
weak and beggarly Elements of the Law? Or, Were wh 
their own Divine Diſcourſes and Prayers more editying i 
themſelves, and better fitted to work on the Wills and Aﬀei 
ob of others, than the typical Eiublems of a dead Law? 
Law without any other viſible Tokens of Divine Grace rel 
ing upon it, beſides the bare Exiſtence of its eternal Polity 
But ſince, notwithſtanding this, they contifived in the Con 
munion and Obſervance of it, they thereby afford us a rare fr 
ample of Humility, and plainly diſcover, how much mor 
pleaſing to God a peaceable Submiſſion to mean and weakli 
ſtitution is, than, at the Price of the Church's Peace, ti 
hunting after purer and ſublimer Methods of Worſhip c 
be, tho? ſupported with never ſo much Pretence of doi 
greater Honour to God, or of making better Proviſion 6 
our ſelves. f 1 SPRFE 
3. Doth Errors and Corruptions in Religion give a fi 
Occaſion of Separation? Yet, we do not find that eitbe 
_ Chriſt or his Apoſtles, did depart from the Communion « 
the Jewiſh Church, however liable to thoſe ObjeQions. 
The Jews had foully corrupted the Propheſies relating tot) 
- Meſſias, and had ſpread a Darkneſs over the Face of the Mot! 
Law; nay, they had made a conſiderable Change in the Bod 
of their Religion by their Doctt ines about the Rituals; lv 
— 8 x 3 Pet 


the Cure of our Church-Diviſions. - FF 


be ag them to contain ſome Myſtick Charms, and Sacramen- 
rrouHolioeſs, proper for the Expiation of Sin, and the Puri- 
of tion of the Soul; yet, we find, they thought not theſe 
he u ſons ſufficient to ground a Separation upon; thereby 
iat ning us, that no Errors of Opinion will juſtifie our De- 
in du ture from a lawful Church, while either the Foundation 
ime, Mains ſound ; or, ſuppoſing that infected with ſome Errors, 
Wt we can Communicate without the Sin and Infection 
Die them. ; „ „ 

hi. Will the wicked Lives of the Members of a Church 


oven ie a Man in breaking with them, and joining himſelf to 
the ee of purer Lives, and greater Piety ? But had Chi iſt, had his 
10re ef@oſtles thought ſo, they never, ſure, would have led us into 
and H contrary Opinion, by Communicating with a Sort of Men, 


er, Hun whom, none could well be more erroneous in their Opi- 


Was, or more flagitious in their Lives; who were, at that 


fan m time, reſiſting the plaineſt Evidences of a Divine Miſ- 
1e greif; who firſt publickly crucified their Lord and Saviour, and 
ut than perſecuted his Followers with all the Exceſs of Rage 
unce Bitter neſs that a blind and impetuous Zeal could inſpire 


em with. 


ere 10 


fying Ms. ls it pretended, that ſet Forms of Prayer is a ſtinting 
Affe the Spirit, and a Derogation to the more plentiful Effu- 
aw ? s of it under the Goſpel? Yet, *tis well known, * St. Paul, 
ce rel expreſs Command, not only limited the real Inſpirations 
olity| the Holy Ghoſt, in the Church of Corinth, as to the Exer- 
he Cone of them; but that both he, and the other Apoſtles, as 


rare Heir Lord had done before them, held conſtant Communion 


ch ma h a Church, where all the Service was under ſettled 
weak rms. 5 : 

ace, 6. Doth our ſymbolizing in ſome leſs material Points with 
rſhip caWery corrupt Church, alarm the Fears of our Diſſenters, 


of doin! 


make them agaſt? Yet, the Practice of Circumciſion by 
1{10n 00 


Jewiſh Converts, and pleading for the Neceſlity of it to 
ers; the maintaining the Perpetuity of the Moſaick Diſ- 
aſation, and that Juſtification was by that; was ſymbolizing 
as corrupt a Church, and in a much more tender In- 


ve a fl 
at eitle 


100100 ace, than can be charg'd on us with reſpect to Popery, but 
ns. all that no Schiſm enſued on that account. 5 
ing tot Ne, what's very obſervable, St. Paul, at the ſame time 
he * taught the Gentiles, that if they were Circumciſed, they 
the Bo ROWE: | | 2 . 
als; ſu * 1 Cor. xiv. 
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were fallen from Grace, and that Chriſt ſhould proßtt th 
nothing, not only Communicated himſelf with thoſe 1 
ſtifly pleaded for the univerſal Obligation of the Law of 24 
but did fo far ſymbolize with them, and the whole 5 
Church, as to allow Circumciſion to the Chriſtian Jenn 
to practice it bimſelf upon Timothy: He choſe to ſymbol 
and to become all things to all Men, where there was any hoh 
that by that means he might /ave ſome, and where his ſym, 
lizing did not evacuate the Grounds of the Chriſtian fat 
but was a Symbol of Peace, and Order, and Charity, | 
Preſervationof which, he thought of far greater Conſequeny 
than ſuch fooliſh Niceties about Lawfuls and Unlawfuls, wh 
y ſeparated from the Eſſence of Religion. 

7. Is this reputed a juſtifiable Plea for Separation, th 
where Churches are not reform'd enough, it's neceſſary} 
keep our ſtated Communion with the beſt and pureſt, to 
thereby in a Capacity to bear Teſtimony againſt Innovatig 
and to give a ſtaud to ſuch encroaching Humours, as map! 
time, if let alone, debauch Religion, aud corrupt the 9 
plicity of it? 5 5 

But why then, in the Name of God! Did not the Apoll 
withdraw themſelves from the Fewiſh Service to bear Tel 
mony againſt the Cruelty and Inbumanity of thoſe who | 
ſo lately imbru'd their Hands in their Maſter's Blood? 
witneſs againſt the ſuperſtitious Notions, and groſs Abuk 
brought into the Frame and Doctrines of their Religin 
Againſt thoſe fatal Blunders the Jew. were fallen into abo 
the Meſſias, in ſpite of Revelation and Miracles for the 
Conviction? Againſt Commandments and Ordinances na 
aboliſh'd ; a Hand-writing blotted out, and a Covenant: 
ready cancell'd? Againſt the vileſt Hy pocriſie, the moſt f 
grant Impieties, and the deepeſt Corruptions, that ever? 
pear'd under the Influence of any Revelation? 

Theſe Things being put together, it plainly, I hope, 
pears that whatever Objections can be made againſt Comm 
nion with our Eſtabliſh'd Church, might have been urg 
and with a much better Grace, againſt the Fewiſh Churc 
and yet, both Chriſt and his Apoſtles choſe rather to Col 
municate with it under all the Imperfections and Diforde!! 
then labour'd, than to ſeparate for Reaſons, as were ind 
quate to the Miſchiefs of ſuch a Separation: It's true, 
teſtified with all their Might againſt the Corruptions of 
but did not renounce Communion for them, nor ſeem at. 

appli 
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„ of thoſe fooliſh Diſtinctions with which Men now 
Ws cheriſh their Scruples, and embaraſs their Conſciences..; 
then the Example of the Son of God, if the Examples of 
Apoſtles and the firſt Chriſtians, if the Doctrines and 
Pciples laid down in the New Teſtament, can be thought 
cient to determine this Debate; we have an irrefragable 
zument againſt the Principles of the preſent Separation, 
may ſafely conclude, that a raſh and unreſtrain'd Zeal 
the Honour of God, and the Purity of Religion, will not 
zys bear Men out in breaking the Peace of the Church; 
ſince we live in a World wherein Corruptions do, and 
, abound ; the Purpoſes of God and Religion will be bet» -. 
ſery'd in bearing with them in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
1, under the Pretence of Reformation, to rend and diſtra&t 
Church by our unnaturat Diviſions; that the beſt Deſigns, 
n deſtitute of Peace and Charity, when manag'd with 
entation, Pride, and a dividing Spirit, are not ſo pleas 
| to God, as an humble Submiſſion to Laws, and Go- 
nours, and eſtabliſh'd Forms, tho? lying under ſome Dif 
ers and Imperfections: In a Word, we may now con- 
le, that our Diſſenting Brethren muſt either quit an un- 
ſonable Separation, and return into the Bohm of the 
ch again, or elſe, in the Judgment of all conſiderin 
u it will be taken for granted, that they diſavow the 
bority of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, and would ſeparate 
them were they now on Earth, and maintain'd thoſe 
iples by which they govern'd themſelves in their Com- 
lion with the Jewiſh Church. 140 r 
Wit whatever Eſſects theſe, or the like Conſiderations, 
have on Mens Minds; yet, what we in the mean time 
„ do, and how to behave our ſelves in the midſt of the 
ppy Broils and Contentions which fatigue the Age, is a 
g worthy of our moſt ſerious Conſideration, that ſo, if 
ue not able to give other People ſatisfaction, we may at 
(diſcharge our own Duty, and keep our ſelves free from 
Nod of all Men. This brings me, „ £700 106 
To ſhew what Engagements we lie under, during theſe 
Iy Diſtractions, as to our own Practice. I will deliver 
lf very briefly, and with all imaginable Deference and 
Alion, in theſe Three Particulars. TG 
We are oblig'd, where we can avoid it, not to give 
Wand Offence to our weak Brethren. 5 — 
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58 CoNsIDERATIONs conceruing 
2. In our Reaſonings and Converſation with them to ty 
them with Humanity and Reſpect. FRY | 
3. Tobe exemplary in our own Lives and Converſation, 
1. We are oblig'd, where we handſomely can avoid! 
not to give Scandal and Offence to our weak Brethren, by 
uncharitable Uſe of our Liberty, in making it ſubſer vient. 
the little Views of a Party, and a contemptuous Treatny 
of the lower Attainments of others. © 
here is a great Variety in the Make of Mens Minds; t 
ſame Thing that ſeems true and reaſonable to me, may not. 
ſo to another, and perhaps cannot by any Forms of Reaſoli 
be made to appear ſo. And whenever this happens, l 
Scripture and Reaſon oblige us not to grow impatient att 
Diſappointment, but to ſtoop to Neceſlity, to recede cots 
tedly from our own Priviledges, and wave what we may 
fully do, whenever the Good of our Brother calls for it, 
membring that noble Inſtance of Charity in St. Paul, * Wi 
fore if Meat make my Brother to offend, I will eat no Fleſh u 
the World ſtandeth, 7 I make my Brother to offend. 
This, I very well know, ought to be underſtood off 
Things, and in ſuch Caſes, wherein the Law has not de 
min'd, and where we are under no ſuperior Obligation; ti 
even here a prudent and good Man will go as far as po 
he can, and will evidence by the Frame of his Actions, 
he placeth no undue Value on thoſe Things that are now. 
troverted between us; that he repoſeth no Hopes, no C0 
dence in them; that he conſiders them as Things of 
loweſt Rank in the Courſe of a Chriſtian's Duty; can nei 
make him a wiſer or better Man; are no otherwiſe 9 
than as they are commanded ; and that his own Submiſlio 
them is for the Sake of Peace and Order, and in Acknowle 
ment of that juſt Authority he lives under. 
And, ſurely, 'tis a much likelier way to prevail with 
Diſſenters to ſubmit to the Uſe of our Ceremonies, by! 
rating them according to their own proper and intrinſick 
lue, and by ſhewing, in the Courſe of our Lives, of wha 
tle Weight they are to juſtifie Quarrels and Diviſions ail 
Chriſtians, than by priding and valuing our ſelves upon ti 
as if the main Buſineſs of Religion, and Life, and Dt 
turn'd on ſuch poor and empty Things. | 
Doubtleſs, it is a great Felicity a to Man to be well app 
of hie Chriſtian Liberty, and to know how far he may 


* 1 Cor. vii. I3. 
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nee with publick Authority for the Sake of Peace and 
ger; but ris prepoſterous and abſur'd co ſhew an equal Zeal for 
dite or a Ceremony, as a Man ſhould do for an Article of his 
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ter than Mercy, or that Circumciſion, or Uncircumciſion, was 
re valuable in the Eyes of God, than a new Creature. 

duch Things may be uſeful and ſignificant in their proper Order, 
carrying them beyond this, has, I fear, given great Occaſion 
Scandal to Diſſenters, and prov d a great Impediment to their 
nviction. | 


ds; > In all our Debates and Converſation with them, to treat 
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ngerous Conſequence, to ſcoff at, or revile, what another thinks 
red, and founded on the Word of God. As I have made the Ex- 
ple of Chriſt an Argument of the great Unreaſonableneſs of Se- 
ration, ſo the ſame excellent Example may be of great Uſe, to 
What our Deportment ought to be towards the Diſſenters. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour, at the ſame time he Communicated with 
> Jews, did all he could to reform and fer them right in many 
ints, and ſometimes rebuked them ſharply for their Faults; 
t then he did it with fo much Candor and Good - will, that they 


ot deücted and blaſphem'd, he meekly ſuffers a miſtaken Zeal to 
on; Mel, and ſpend it telf, calmly juſtifies his Conduct, and contents 
1s poll vfelt in the gracious Evidences of his own Divine Goodneſs. 

ions, When the Hardneſs of their Hearts, or the Slownels of their Un- 


ſtandings, made them leſs capable of his heavenly InſtruQions, 


"a 1 as 2 20 

15 C9 patiently waits more proper and promiſing Opportunities: He 
N with them in every Form, by Parables, by Alluſions, from 

5 W 240 Laws and Conceſſions, from the Nature of Things, and 


common Not ions of Mankind: He tries to ſpeak to their Affe- 
ons, as well as to their Underſtandings, and to meet their Mi- 


wiſe g 
kes both with Arguments of Love, and of Reaſon. 
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knowk 


| with and reaſonable we ſhould follow the fame Divine Example in 
es, byl Management of our Arguments. a l 
rinſick t guments where they are, tho not abuſive, yet, dry and un- 


ting, ſuch is the childiſh Pride of human Nature, which loves 

ouring and fondling Methods, are ſeldom ſeen to do much 
dd, but often to make Men more Wayward and Peeviſh ; but 
ere they are charg d with Charity, and ſeem to be the genuine 


its of Sincerity and Friendſhip, there better Succeſs may rea- 
ably be expected. 


of What 
ONS all 
upon tl 
and De 


yell app 

4 ma} 3 *s , oy 7 * | HM . 

tage, and will put all our Reaſonings for it into the 18 
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ed, or for one of the Ten Commandments; as if Sacrifice was 


m with Humanity and Reſpect. It is ill Manners, and of 


Id lie under no Apprehonſion of its proceeding from any thing 
t a real and hearty Concern for their Good. When they con- 


It we would make an Advantage of our Saviour's Example in 
wing the Point of Conformity with our Diſſenters, it is but 


To be Exemplary in our own Lives and Converſations: This, 
Me all things, will ſet off the Cauſe of our Church to the beſt 


6 - GCoNnsSrDERATIONS rovrerning. 


and cleareſt Light. It was a terrible Argument * Phil 
ſophy, as the Roman Orator tells us, that many of the Philos 
pied liv'd ſuch irregular Lives 3 Philoſophug in ratione vite pu; 
hoc turpior eft, quod in Officio, cujur Magiſter eſſe vult, labitur; 
temq; vitæ prefeſſus, delinguit in vita, The ill Conduct of M 
Manners will bring a Scandal on the beſt Inſtitution; and we 0 
never reaſon well for Conformity, unleſs our Lives be as brig 
and as urſexceptlonable as our Arguments.  _ . 
The Diſſenters make. the ſame Advantages of our Miſcarril 
to cry down and deprecate our Conſtitution, that Atheiſts dM 
our Diviſions, to triumph over our common Chriſtianity. O 
Let us deprive them of this Refuge too; and, when our Cauſſi 
ſo very good, and our Reaſonings ſo well founded, let us not be 
miſh them by our irregular Manners, or put new and potent 0 
jeRions into their Mouths by the Immorality of our Lives. 
Let not your Good, ſaith St. Paul, be evil ſpoken of; intimutin 
nl what a mighty Diſadvantage it is to the beſt Cauſe, where i 
acer are a Scandal to it. 2 I 
| | Every good Man among us pleads powerfully for the Chut 
by his own good Life, tho he ſpeaks not one Word in the Debut 
But where good Reaſoning, and good Living, meet togethe 
where our Arguments are fledg'd with Purity, Humility, Simo 
city of Manners, and all Kind of Virtues, tis highly probitlg 
both from their own Value, and the great Bleſſing of God upd 
them, that they may then ſoften the Tempers of Men, and pio 
inſtructive. I will conclude with that excellent Collect, 


O Almighty God, who haſt built thy Church upon the Foundatin 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, being the chief © 
Stone ; Grant us to be joined together in Unity of Spirit by thi 
Doctrine, that we may be an holy Temple acceptable to thee, thr 

Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. . 


Nom to God: the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be all Hons 
Glory, and Praiſe, now and for evermore. Amen. 


* Rom. xiv. 16. 
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